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Church Services in May 2025
St.Andrew’s services shown in bold

4 May		11 am		Holy Eucharist	
		11 am		80th Anniversary of VE Day
				Morning Praise, Badsey
11 May	9.30 am	Morning Praise, Bretforton
		11 am		Holy Eucharist, South Littleton
7 pm		Taizé, Bretforton

18 May	11 am		Holy Eucharist with Baptism

25 May	11 am		Benefice Rogation Service 
				Field Barn, Evesham Road, Cleeve 
				Prior
29 May	7.30 pm	Ascension Day Eucharist, Bretforton	

 
Priest in Charge, Revd Joanna Fielding revjo.eastvale@gmail.com  
Churchwardens, Colin and Margaret Greenwood, 01789 778007 
Safeguarding in our Benefice Safeguarding Officer, Lisa Farmer 
Tel.01386 40401 
For enquiries concerning Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals contact Faith Quin eastvaleavon.churches@gmail.com 


Rosemary Roberts 
Former organist and Church Warden at St Andrew's. 
The congregation and PCC of St Andrew's church are deeply grateful to Rosemary for her years of faithful and committed service as a congregation member, our organist and then latterly as our Church Warden after the death of Rod Carless.  Rosemary will be much missed, and we are so thankful to her for her kindness and generosity, particularly throughout the last few months.  




APPEAL from St.Andrew’s PCC
We are in desperate need of a Treasurer as soon as possible.
We only have a few PCC members.
Please let us know if you are able to help or know anyone who can.
 
Margaret Greenwood,  Vice Chairman PCC
07976 958738


The Benefice of the East Vale and Avon Villages 

Remembering
Five years ago, our streets were silent as we observed the requirements of lockdown.  The VE weekend that was planned then took on a different feel and nature.  I remember sitting on the edge of our drive sharing tea with my husband and waving to my neighbours across the road. We each took a photo of each other and posted it on Facebook to show what we were doing.  How bizarre this will sound in another few years to a different generation.  Yet the memory is still there and possibly will turn up on ‘memories from this day’ on or Facebook pages! 
 To be able to remember past events is helpful in many ways. It keeps us connected to those special times we don’t want to forget.  It also helps us remember events and to empathise with others especially when we are remembering crucial times like the end of WWII and everything that happened during that time. 
There have been so many stories reported about this historical time in our recent history, and days like VE Day help to cement those memories over again. 
There are still people in our Benefice who lived through the last war and remember the first VE Day and the restrictions that continued afterwards, like food rationing. I urge our younger generation to listen to their stories and remember how it affected those young lives.  That way the stories and memories are not lost. 
Part of my ministry is listening to and reading the tributes the family produce at their loved ones’ funerals.  It is a very special privilege to do that and one I have been pleased to do since living here. Most of the time when the eulogy or tribute is written it remembers all the good points, the sunny days, the funny incidents in that person’s life, but always that loved one is remembered for all the love that was shared throughout their life. What better way to remember someone?
Helen Keller quoted: What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, for all that we love deeply becomes a part of us. 
So, as we enter into all the 80th VE Day celebrations, bear in mind that whilst remembering the past, we are also making new memories to remember in the future, as we go forward. I do hope they are happy and loving memories. 

  Margaret Pye




Cleeve Prior Parish Council News, May 2025
Council vacancies. We still have a vacancy for one Parish Councillor, If you would like to become involved with the business of the Parish do not hesitate to contact the email address below to gain more information.
Even if you do not wish to become involved, do come to the meetings occasionally to understand what is happening in our Parish.

Regrettably there is no change in our need to recruit a Parish Clerk. We continue to pursue a suitable candidate for this essential position. If you are aware of any potential candidate who has experience of Parish Council work, please do let us know. This part-time role commands good hourly rates for qualified individuals and a very flexible working environment. In the interim, individual Councillors are addressing the various clerk duties on a voluntary basis.

Our April meeting passed smoothly and the minutes from that meeting may be found on the Parish Council Notice board at the front of the Memorial Hall and on the Council’s website.

We continue to regularly seek progress information about the Evesham Road Traveller Site development application but have no constructive information yet, to disseminate.

Please note that the Parish Council meeting scheduled for 5 May has now been moved to 12 May. This occasion in May is used for two purposes; to hold the Annual Parish Meeting as well as the Annual Parish Council meeting.

Cleeve Prior Parish Council.
Email: clerk@cleevepriorparishcouncil.co.uk

Can you help with the Cleeve Prior Newsletter 
As mentioned in the April Newsletter, the Parish Council has decided to take on the responsibility for its publication. We are therefore looking for a volunteer from the village who is prepared to give roughly six hours a month to receiving, editing and sending copy to the printers, on behalf of the Parish Council. Should you wish to be considered for this position. please contact the Clerk to the Parish Council (address above).  
Cleeve Prior Parish Council
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Dear Villagers,

We had a lovely run up to Easter at the school, culminating in our Easter service on Thursday 10 April at St Andrew’s Church led by Mother Jo. We now find ourselves in the summer term and ready for SATS and other assessments.

Our younger children took part in the Early Years music festival on 1 April where they dressed up as Peter Pan characters and sang songs all about Traditional Tales with children from all over the Evesham Cluster. They looked fantastic and had a rally fun morning mixing with other children in the cluster. Our older children will be taking part in the Big Sing at Malvern Theatres in July and now we begin rehearsing in earnest.

We begin our whole school swimming sessions this month. We take our entire school community to Evesham Leisure centre on Wednesday mornings for the summer term. We are determined that every child in our school will leave us being able to swim.

We are also expecting a visit from Ofsted at any time and have been working hard to continually improve as a school. We are confident that we will secure a good judgement and look forward to sharing the news when it happens.

We thank Mrs Russell and Mrs Fay for agreeing to volunteer at the school, hearing the children read. Mrs Russell has been coming in this half term and Mrs Fay will start after Easter. Our children love to read to adults and it really helps their confidence and fluency to do so.
 
We still are looking for Governors for our school. If you are passionate about having our school in your village and would like to be involved in key decisions about the school and its future direction, then please speak with our Chair of Governors, Stacey Smith or with myself, Mrs Laughlin. 

I thank you all for your continued support at this critical time in our school’s history. Please pop in and see us any time – our door is always open!

Best wishes, 				        Sarah Laughlin, Head of School
 


[image: ]SAVE THE KINGS ARMS

Dear Friends of the Kings Arms.
Some of you may have read on various social media platforms that the pub has been sold. According to selling agents Sidney Philips, that is not the case. The Community Benefit Society remains in funds and is ready to step in should the opportunity arise. We’ll endeavour to keep shareholders up to date as and when the situation changes. All overtures to the sitting tenant offering attractive long-term partnerships have been rejected.

Meanwhile, over 70 villagers enjoyed a great evening at the first of our summer pop-up bars at the Memorial Hall on 18 April, with the Cotswold Best Bitter at £3.50 a pint being particularly popular! The next events will be the village quiz on Sunday 27 April followed by the second pop-up bar on Friday 2 May at 6.00pm.
Regards, 
Brian Williams
Chair, Cleeve Prior Community Pub Limited








Cleeve Prior Ramblers, 19 April 2025

On Easter Saturday we were a group of 20 for our ramble (plus George the dog).  Our walk started on the outskirts of Pershore and took us along the banks of the River Avon. Before we left the river bank and started our climb into Tiddesley Wood, we were fortified by mini eggs provided by Dennis and Margi, which were very gratefully received!

We followed the track through the wood, taking our time to admire the bluebells, primroses and cowslips.  A welcome coffee break at the top of the wood was an opportunity to consume more mini eggs. 

Upon leaving the wood we passed by orchards and open fields with views of Pershore Abbey. As we headed back towards the river to return to Pershore, we paused to inspect the work done by a couple of the group (Tony and David) on a recent hedge laying course.  This was undoubtedly the highlight for some (well two!).

Lunch was in the Gin Room at The Angel in Pershore, who looked after us splendidly. 

The next ramble will be on 17 May and will be led by Paul and Julie Freeman

David and Julia Davenport 


Cleeve Prior Golf Society
The Society’s first outing of 2025 took place at The Vale Golf and Country Club on Friday 18 April. Fifteen players assembled before play for coffee and bacon rolls, handicaps refined and score cards issued for our Individual Stableford competition. The weather seemed settled if not particularly fine and wind was low, course conditions were pretty good.

One or two players had shaky starts after a long layoff but soon settled into the rhythm of the play. Mike Harris achieved a fine ‘eagle‘ in the early stages  and we were all concentrating hard on the  5th hole for ‘Nearest the pin’ and 17th for ‘longest drive’ competitions. Tom Carr made a fine drive to win the former and made a triumphant birdie, and Brian Witheford took the Longest Drive prize.

After surviving a bit of weather change towards the end where a cruel breeze and light rain dampened the spirits. we gathered for the results and prize giving. The two in-game competitions have already been mentioned but the main prize competition rested on the player with the highest Stableford  score. This was soundly carried off by Gordon Davidson with 42 points, a most respectable score.
Our evening dinner was a most convivial occasion held at the Bell Inn, Welford. Many thanks were passed to the officers of the Association for the arrangements for the day.

The next CPGS event is scheduled for 16 May at Puckrup Golf Club.

If you are interested in finding out about the Golf Society, please contact:
Peter Wilson at: wilsonatparkbourne@btinternet.com




CLEEVE PRIOR HERITAGE TRUST
Reg charity no 1063291

Gina Carr, Trust Chair

The first DEFIBRILLATOR training session has now taken place at Field Barn. A second training session is planned for our immediate neighbours and anyone else interested, during May. Please get in touch if you want to be included.
GENERAL tidying of the garden, ditches, footpaths and some outstanding 
PRUNING of Fruit Trees is underway throughout our orchards. Pollination in the Orchards should be aided by the addition of bee hives.

The SANCTUARY AND SANCTUARY WOOD are looking stunning at the moment. Wildflowers spotted this weekend were Red Campion with its fabulous cerise coloured flower, Green Alkanet, blue flower, primroses, cowslips, English bluebells, native adjuga with a small blue flower and wood spurge - its stem bears whorls of elongated round leaves, it’s great for attracting pollinators but the sap is toxic and can cause significant damage to skin and eyes on contact.  The maxim of not picking wildflowers is particularly good advice in this instance!
Other interesting finds to look out for tell part of the history of this piece of land which was once market gardened. You will find mint, raspberry canes, flowering currants.  The daffodils and snowdrops are over but more snowdrops have been planted.  The new trees are doing well so far, including a walnut tree donated by Daphne Jackson.  The memorial bench donated for Glynne Morris has been installed and his family are delighted. The labyrinth planting is coming on and guttering has been installed on the hide with a water butt. Thanks to those who donated the materials.   You will notice that some of the poetry/quotation boards are now moving into the woodland area as well. 

I AM SORRY THAT I HAVE TO REPEAT THIS:  PLEASE PICK UP YOUR DOG POO! OUR VOLUNTEERS AND CHILDREN WORK ON THIS LAND!!!!  THE MAJORITY ABIDE BY THE RULES OF DOGS ON LEADS AND THEREFORE IT IS EASY TO SPOT. THANK YOU.

If you have time free and like some fresh air and exercise, come and join us on a Tuesday morning at 9.30am. We are a jolly and friendly bunch of folk!

Contact us at
cleevepriorheritagetrust@gmail.com 
https://www.cleevepriorheritagetrust.com/
[image: ]Cleeve Prior Art Club
With just two meetings during April there is little to report this month.

Both meetings were well supported and the date to return after Easter was agreed. This will be on 15 May. We have no external tutors planned for the summer session at the moment but suggestions are always welcome. We did discuss a programme of art activities and topics to guide us.  We will aim to explore some ideas in the coming season. These could include outdoor painting and sketching (weather dependent of course), botanical drawing, still life, a return to portraits and maybe acrylic pouring!
Exciting times ahead, so if you would like to join in the fun do come along. As usual we will be meeting Thursday mornings at 10am.
Happy Easter
Louise Conneeley
louiseconneeley@gmail.com. 
Tel 01789 772749, 07765 482722)
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7 May and 21 May	 
In the downstairs room at the Memorial Hall
10 am to 12 noon
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[image: ]Who are your local Neighbourhood Officers?
Your local Neighbourhood Officers are PC Alex Prentice, PC Ben Trowman and PCSO Luke Harris. They can be contacted by email, Alexandra.prentice@westmercia.police.uk, ben.trowman@westmercia.police.uk and luke.harris@westermercia.police.uk. 
The Evesham Safer Neighbourhood Team are actively now more than ever involved with our Evesham SNT Facebook page. Please follow Evesham SNT to keep up to date with our activities and to see when our local drop in/engagement sessions are. 
Engagements and Neighbourhood Matters
As you may know, we do frequent engagement sessions in each of the areas. We are always open to listening to the public if they believe the engagements with the public should be done differently. Please, if have any ideas on how we can better engage with the public, please let us know by emailing the above email addresses. For example, coffee mornings, fetes, village gatherings. Engagement dates will be sent out in advance on Neighbourhood Matters. This is a free service which allows you to receive updates regarding crime in your area and also allows you to message your local officer. Take a look at the website for further information: https://neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk/. We are trying to book these in advance as much as possible and will send out weekly NH Matters posts with the schedule of drop-in sessions. These will also be advertised on our Facebook page. Please feel free to come to any session you see advertised, you do not have to live in the village to attend. If you know people who do not have access to the internet, please feel free to share the information. The more people who know about these drop-ins, the better! Some of the regular sessions we do are coffee mornings in the villages, outside village shops, in village halls (including car park), coffee shops, meetings with the local farmers and rural community and school visits. 
Reporting Incidents
Please remember to report crime and any incidents via 999, 101 or on the West Mercia website. Please do not email individual officers if a crime has happened, this needs to be reported officially through the correct channels. 
Crime Prevention
Please make use of the drop-in sessions provided by officers if you want crime prevention advice. Officers are able to address concerns and offer crime prevention advice, such as handout of leaflets around home security, cctv, vehicle security, various signage for properties, shed/garage/bike security etc. We also have faraday pouches to provide to people who have keyless entry vehicles.  

PC Alex Prentice 21115
Safer Neighbourhood Officer | Evesham Rural North | West Mercia Police
Evesham Police Station, Abbey Road, Evesham, WR11 4SS
Direct Dial: 101 or 0300333300, SNT email: eveshamrn.snt@westmercia.police.uk
Pershore Choral
Spring Concert, Saturday 17 May, 7.30 pm, Pershore Abbey
Elgar, Te Deum and Benedictus, Ave Maria and Ave Verum Corpus
Chilcott, Requiem 
Bob Chilcott was a Kings College chorister and a member of The King’s Singers for twelve years. 
He has clearly been influenced by the music of Fauré, John Rutter and Karl Jenkins. 
‘There is genuine substance to his music.’
Tickets from Susan Mortimer, 773453


D. Grace Plumbing and Heating
Mobile: 07428 303733; Email: darren.grace@yahoo.com
Main Street, Cleeve Prior, Evesham
New to the village, references supplied
Services: 
Gas safe registered - Heating system installations
Heating system maintenance -Bathroom installations

[image: ]Relax in sunny Cyprus 
Luxury villa to rent, Sleeps 6 (3 rooms, 2 with ensuite) 
Private pool & barbecue, large outdoor living space, quiet location - end of cul de sac. 
Short walk to beach and a good range of restaurants and shops at Latchi harbour 

On your doorstep: 
Swimming and water sports in the clear turquoise sea 
Hiking on the beautiful Akamas peninsula 
1 hour drive from Paphos airport with direct connection to Birmingham airport. 
For more information contact Carol Banner email: carolsoontjens@gmail.com 
Or book direct at:  
Villa Thalassa - Houses for Rent in Neo Chorio, Paphos, Cyprus – Airbnb

[image: ]Grazey Dayz and Canapés officially open, now available to create a wow table-runner graze for up to 100 people, or smaller grazes or charcuterie boards for as little as two to four people.
Message me for details about creating something special that your guests will be talking about for dayz. 

Karen.roberts33@sky.com
Or instagram @grazeydayz


Food Fayre
Established 1973, Catering for all occasions
Canapés, Casseroles and Desserts
Cocktail, Lunch and Dinner parties
Freezer food for individuals and families
Buffets, breakfasts, suppers, hampers and cakes
For hire:
China, cutlery, linen and champagne glasses and all you need in your kitchen and for a party
Meals, prices and menus to suit individual requirements
can be delivered or cooked and served at your home or venue.

Cairi Dyson, Email: cairid@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 01789 491417, 07803 720184



[image: Image may contain: text that says 'Seect MORTGAGES']Amanda Copperthwaite Select Mortgages
With the cost-of-living crisis and the ever-changing interest rates, it’s more important than ever before that you use the services of a fully qualified mortgage broker to help you with your biggest financial commitment.
Whether you are moving home, needing a remortgage, looking to raise capital or simply looking for the next best deal, I can research the whole of market to ensure you get the most competitive deal to suit your circumstances.
Providing personal, independent and confidential advice on all residential and buy to let mortgages, and not forgetting that important mortgage protection insurance.
I will be able to guide you through the whole process to take away any unnecessary stress and be there for you from your initial enquiry through to mortgage completion.
Give me a call 07785 270217 to find out what options are available to you or drop me an email amanda@select-mortgages.com 
Select Mortgages UK Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA 571378
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with your mortgage repayments.




[image: ]eezyPC	…..  is fixing IT
Computer and Laptop repairs
Microsoft Certified Profesional
Wireless *  Broadband * Hardware  *  Software
On-Site * Home Visits * 01386 576132



MG Roofing Repairs
No job too small.
Slates, tiles, ridge tiles, leadwork, Guttering, Firestone Flat Roof Systems, Chimneys, repointing.

[image: http://www.saltirewindows.co.uk/images/rc%20logo%20tm.jpg]Storm Damage and Insurance work welcome
Stratford upon Avon and surrounding areas
01789 490672, 07799 870848
mgroofingservices@btinternet.com, 
42 The Close, Cleeve Prior
[bookmark: _Hlk496632509][bookmark: _Hlk149059731]
JCS Motor Engineer – formerly Cleeve Prior Garage
Offering a full range of garage services at competitive prices

[image: ]Servicing, Tyres, Diagnostics,
MOT Preparation and Repairs
Free local collection and return of your vehicle
Over 40 years in the trade!
John: 07977 333719 

jcsmotors@gmail.com
Location – Rear of TJ Auto Electrics, Crossleigh, The Cross, 
Offenham, WR11 8RB


Furrow Furniture and Kitchens
Established 24 years

Kitchens - Hand built or ready made
Worktops - Granite, quartz and timber
Studies
Wardrobes
Bookcases
All internal cabinetry catered for.
Bidford based workshop and showroom
[image: ]Contact Matthew 07770 582331
[bookmark: _Hlk133231246][bookmark: _Hlk146530491]VILLAGE and LOCAL EVENTS
Date		Event				Time		Venue
1 May		Local Elections Polling	Station	7 am – 10 pm	Hall
2 May		Pop-up Bar			6 – 8.30 pm	Hall
7 May		Coffee Club			10 am-12 noon, Hall
12 May	Parish Council meeting	7.30 pm	
21 May	Coffee Club			10 am-12 noon, Hall

Cleeve Prior Art Club meets in the Hall at 10 am on Thursdays. New term starting on 15 May. Contact Louise Conneeley on 01789 772749 and see www.theartclubcleeveprior.weebly.com
Pilates Classes: Fridays 9.30 and 10.30 am
The CP Short Mat Bowls Club meets in the Hall on Tuesday afternoons and Thursday evenings from September to May. Contact Gordon Davidson on 01789 773988.
Zumba with Ausra in the Hall, Tuesdays, 11am – 12 noon and 6.30 – 7.30pm 
Yoga with Carly in the Hall, Wednesdays, 6.30 to 7.30 pm
Tel: 07774 950411  
Useful contact details:
To book the Memorial Hall or book for an event: cleevepriormemorialhall@gmail.com
To join the village email list: cleevepriormemorialhall@gmail.com
To book Field Barn:  garnettclarke@btinternet.com 
The Kings Arms: 0330 016 219 or sstsmokehouse@gmail.com
Village website: cleevepriorvillage.co.uk		

EVESHAM RURAL NORTH SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
Up-coming Cleeve Prior Drop-in Sessions with your Local Police Officers at the Village Hall will be posted in the Hall window
PC Alex Prentice 21115


St Joseph The Worker Catholic Church, Bidford
The Presbytery, Quinney’s Lane
Rev Father Stephen Squires, 07484 719463
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[bookmark: _Hlk151377716][bookmark: _Hlk146530537] The Church Rotas for May

Sidesmen
4 May		Mr A Taylor		
18 May	Mrs L Hawkins
25 May	Mrs L Hawkins (Rogation Day, Field Barn)

Church Flowers		Church Cleaning  
4 May		Mrs G Carr			Mrs S Richards
11 May	Mrs R Perl			Mrs A Copperthwaite
18 May	Mrs R Perl			Mrs L Hughes
25 May	Mrs J Taylor			Mrs L Garnett Clarke






Memorial Hall 200 Club
Subscriptions are still being collected so the results for the April and May draws will be published in June

	  

Copy for inclusion in the June 2025 edition should be received
By Friday 23 May
 
Please submit copy by email to the following
email address:  cleevepriornewsletter@gmail.com
or contact the Editor, Susan Mortimer (773453)
This Newsletter is published by St. Andrew’s PCC


image3.png




image4.jpeg




image5.emf







image6.gif




image7.png




image8.png
VOLUNTEER
HAM ey,
g [ ] b

o Did you know our
ﬂWh community transport
i scheme covers Cleeve Prior?

COMMUNTY sERVIOES

Our community transport scheme is Toregister & arrange

available for peope who have no transport call
access to a vehicle of their own or are 01386 45035
unable to use or have no access to Monday to Friday
public transport. 09:30 - 13:00
Transport can be requested for:

* Medical appointments sz Co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk
* Shopping & salons L

*Soclal visits 8 care homes 9 34 Brick-Kiln St, Evesham WR11

4AA

JOIN US AS A VOLUNTEER DRIVER - CALL 01386 570530

'You can make a real difference to your local community by giving your time to enable the disabled and elderly stay as
independent as possible. How much time you give is entirely up to you. 45p per mile paid in expenses monthly.
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Roofing Made Easy.
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