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Thr ough otryr svegbakghetoearl y hisvteamigt sof t he ri
navi glagado binngletail at Cleeve Prior.
To wundehres trainvde rt
navigable entit
back to”hldélgmyle
l46vho hanmd awh o
became an enemy
became a fri engd
Richard Neville 16th Ear/|
power f ul man in the | and
had the vision of bringin
Severn to Tewkesbury and
and thus createsawouhtand
mer chants and wealth to t
accordHeagwygs eventually Kk
Barnet in 1471 aged 42
Sadly the vision did not become a reality an
further two hundred years

Chwearsl eéeshel sponsor ,ioff6 305ee wppobpetb, t weesi

King
member of parliament hdysEwovéasaFkkmdgou Miyanrké |t hi ea
Ri ver Avon passable to boat traffic up to Co
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William Sandysknown asVaterworksto distinguish himself from other members of the
family, was a staunch Royaljstnd during the civil wane becamean arms agent for the

crown based in France. He was a fine water engineer and as well as making the Avon
navigablehe also spent time on the much faster flowing River Wye. His plan was to build
two gate pound locks, tk type whichyou see on canals today. These were popular with

the landowners along the river as it was a way of controlling the river and harnessing water
power without lowering the water levels as was the problem with the single gate locks.

Close to Cleve theyput a lock around th&axorweir at Cleeve Priaallowing traffic
throughto the bridge at Bidford

This is thxeidiritdbgeayadrwen the upsbyeadhrhe 9i te.
bridge was in a very bad state of repair and

PFFSNBR | @SIFNR AYyRdzZ 3SyOS G2 @ ff oK2 &K
It is not recorded however who took up his v

i ndul gence!

Il n 1545 it -bwaisl tp afrrtoimalsltyonree from Al cester Pr |
foll owing themdnasphatreradawn paptisdhierdoaywthe t he t a
round arch and this may have Hdemwamo cdiefritad nfl
arch that was bl own uwph etny v &ghyeail ri srte ttrrecaotp sf ri on
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Worcester Ahnyo@Qxfhwtug ht t hat War wi ckshire Higl
repat henlgast ti mshioulwas edadmatedin ttadfatkefr@d cy e d
t he Citwi lc oWgrl eepglei ntae

Moving upstream wweh@moe tthwo ulgahd Bbas dinoidimaoc ik IS
Wel f,ontche firsta |saentdnnoafr ki obcdkednfgotr dCr ess Hi || i

This is photdakenaroundt h e  1sBoWifigthe old Cress Hillockon the left hand side of
the river, with the gates rotted awayAll the area around the lock is na@elidland but

there is still one very large sandstone block weighing several tons that is still there despite
the floods of the last 100 odd years.

Moving upstream WEe gthutiydrgoeu gakth itwaeili ¥ &€ been
aroiumd Santhys$ wtaismea epl aced by théTTertstiyng br
whi cltbeldausr r eé€ur be s h edigitvheern t he years

Thpi cbetwavs t aken l1lO®Otwhe heAtlsieybFouwmr t he backgr
whi chetatmetlsol d Leamington Al es
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xt bridge SandysBwolyiel th anhe cee &6e pwas eC
d timber bridge of 1318

BM639 the hdavegauabimyp |ldedgen oc Sttrhae fuwsed dfor
commer ci,ahlyt rla6k&d tchi n 4 mi Thees coofs tWaorfwipcukt.t i ng
increasi ngxmembieve ofdowmd el gake®dcatches up wi
i's not taken any further.

In 1642 the Civil War breaksdbotdaaddwt hbé ¢tFh
bl octkletey shri ef dalliance with commeapgid al boat
We have to rewati or amitoh ofthet he monarchy in 166
was through the engiYmeerninhpgtomivée osee Dé€adodab
of traffic otiardiiincnlyg itto tiusaer edrchoet @E® dvessel s of

capacity docked at Stratford or paid tolls w
Yarrington had a visoonlofO@Onpw&ophedusatr Ml c
Stour joitntei & hwasAvgpamni,ng to be called New Haa

Improvementswere made to the river in the following decadedby 1795it enabled

barges of 47 tons to come up the Avon from Tewkesbury on a regular basis. In 1816 the link
between the River Avon at Stratford and Birmingham had been established with the

building of the canal and the inland port basin which we now call trecB®ft Gardens. In

1826 the 16 mile tramway link to Moreton in Marsh opened which took coal to Moreton

and limestone and agricultural produats the returnjourney, and for the time being

Stratford upon Avon was booming with the various mills along er being able to ship

out their products.

Stratford Theatre waduilt in 1875 on land given to it by Charles Flower of the Flowers
Breweryand this was alongside what became the commercial hub at the junction of the
Stratford canal and the river AvoWhat the picturebelowbeautifully hides is the industrial
workshops, coal depot and storage yards to the rigihthe theatre
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On the Avon, Stratford-on-Avon

The Theatre 1895
The Stratford basin was originally twiceetbizeit is today,with the second basin almostaching

the steps of the Theatre

Stratford ivwdearagte tdhiss ri buwWaowi cwisthhh ea&d oma 5y u
2Zomér c hoapnetrsat i ng i dlamtkg TR d| ume safppooaled
the opé@Ga@as gWorr kcsl ose pr oxi mi 0 ¢ atGehdatpbesl rLiawneer |,
whi chby e st drtdhter eAdrod 8 +r at frootmo ovaisng as an 1 nc
town and a second gaoWwdr Kdh ewdBs rompetrgsed m roh& 3
Shake sBpea arkavod kt he FI| oweares aBrseowdroy be found.

Picture:Birmingham Rd. ") Gas works by the canal Shakespeare Brickworks to the top right, these eventually became
the Alfred Epsley brickworK§900and eventually closed in 194RlaybirdCentre)and Flowers Brewery with its own
railway siding. The only thing still there now is the row of cottages and the canal.
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[ad (W) |50 Ot

Al most everywhere on the AvonaWwbkerat omihléelr.e wa
There were a number ofbenildudsy Mii nwih8 tariadif loe Wid a )
was bringing in the majoriathnwipot hiet Ri vernsStewve
the .Atomwas the first companyl yondaveg amnd oovw
and was al so aielrway rdoimd id dh@d hdbdlsotywant i on whi ch s
the junction of t h.e LM&SIhtagwopsdsdpdR orc@®islswanygs 3 0 C
bushel s of, baosrhne |ab ewibegkb s nt he mi | I was produc.i
of flour on an annual basi,viteidi vleralAvogowrba
Stratfolrhdi sCacnmaant.i nued nmnuinltli | b ulbSodtl bwhvetnh etnhei t s
days awerédedmthyy BEgpdence of its existence is stil
where the arch from the mhtbo whpetthmastad ewmi
arteo skt oday.

When you | ook at the old rkeaondbderditéhetihrarngielve
tenavaish ot h the mon ey ed fhadrhandddylys e Ueed

f oar q u a reteiwvtags toifwlcihncthmb e2rbedand t he quantity derm
usually bet wWebemn)@Q 06 B8 &ytealre s

The Mill owner had to use the reséAndcas of t
typi calofeagadmpt eap cwaen thdea wsaesettnrdéedsnh or d  Mi | |
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Above weWesdgertdhevei r in the Wiendnmen whearrt tthlea
the top of the weir was a dry as a bone and
the |l aden carts of corn from the opposite si

he cenwanas 9®fuitbe weirbglubwatehbahet wWwateel &
h t hceo mmad ru afbrl eewh ova md g roare & h eS e$aalr e arsiswe r t
mey | ive smeltihearlrekastelr §ra dresf or e t ey ymi gr e
ebueaandd ,adibeit | i ke the sal mon. They are
e wihnbtyebrer nat e i n deep wastueal iogtghshtpdretmi gnat i
August when the river wma@ert oobrerawmsati me $t an
hfer ost s .

t
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a.w

r
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S mo n ugsheoliMesn d mlaitMe dHka wk, i ntshe gr andsont o fc atheh Mi
eels in the aboet 4&bircal weblwgpgdi d once di d ha
once of . &8@Ebpili@obnye above $slbogsesnenotlbsvet !l 9
are not eaxny]|ttdliodugrarl ee,tvwhabdgetrissed t o get absol L
pl asteredamddidag sttda mendehribbbahdr wivgashistmo keen f
|l eave.hom

He goes on to tell
® KSy SYLIG®MA YHNIREDKEz0 I Yy R 24%S NdLIdR a KRY (BK NA SN

SSta 6K2 6 SNBAEMEKSNGRZ dfd INSE Rt 2LIS YR Ayis
2SS dzaSR (02 3IS0 R2gy UGKSNBE TSNJac K | S0 KNER Yo 25N
AY | 62 R RERERNAG X BR avYidd tI (Kied & al T 2ypR 28l ZFNISR K
GKSY Ay (0KS RSSLI 61 GSNJ) dzZLJAGNBFY 2F GKS 6SAND
YIN] SO dzaSR G2 O02YS 2dzi FyR LI & dza OFakK F2NJ
aAOKFSfa T S8KSRNJaANQIAVIIY R M: KSt RESHERMY hYyKNSS2
F2dzNJ LI2dzy Ra S| KRS RMNAEY 11 KISG (AKS {§ K 1 SALISFNB t
glra m aKAttAy3 YR LISyye yR a2 F2NJ lo2dzi o
flryRE2NR 0 GKS {KIF1S g4I 42 wied 2 2 do akZRNE K 2 | f
DNBIi RIFé&a |yR FT2yYyR YSY2NRASa
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Harold Hawkin.
the
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/ 5
T uacaE

Further downst rteoanni weaddet t @rbaorivgee BMirl | s whi ch wi
Bi df or wewheBiddftlhed Grangdo®onl bycthé&hbopeetur
above tibsntaurlt9h olguttdhpelr e was a mill there | ong
baalk earhley'tdads .ury

3
.

»
n‘ .b -‘I‘a. '*

The ear |l y bwiilslt éwanskamufnr om Bo ReedlvhhyhAbbey

cul tielaamed amd er ectédwnifgeefrurh | B inigl oiinds f or tur
cl ot h. Thils4d GpOr'iocvesIsved d& hecouring and thick
the monks treading bare foohitchhefy|l ebeasrohse
i bhrei werf or e dr yienagv itnhge m natnod cw ot h . I ndeed wut
commodity in the process it was taxetde At t
|l and became part of the Crown and in a big f
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With tbeinmhagdbeavi gabl e by Wi lliam Sandys it be
power of water and on the sameesitdhgeiet eni &nh
were dupdper mill, a woothaebfkri hgomelk!| mi |l Thand
of htisdaasy Bi df ord Grange Gol f Clnuob&iHo uosne etahnids v
but you can see where the old | oskWooadedat o
park in Barton and walk upstream for a coupl

Bel ow Bi dt owmmd IclWeo,slkeasd t catEaresihagnd avewg @ ihn a
we,(irt gaoeess across t,aendriimereaovierert hte nmeesi rby

The old mill still stands today but i1t is in

Sao Cleeve Pr iMirl,If ethhlecdn ¢ atdh e hleuxury of the
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Cleeve Hill, Cleeve Prior, Worcestershire

The most
Evesham,
Mont'8far my
Kenil.wort
Both forc

Reproduced by permission of Historic England
Reference Number: CC73/00064
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Wh a t i s stthoen eC®we n

The book Gloucestershire Legends by F. S. Petteunts
Between Marl Cleeve and Offenhamm, the left bank of the
Avon, is a long, and almost straight ridge, which slopes do
abruptly to the river and its meadows. Along its brow runs a
old (reputedly Roman) road; and where this is crossed by a
way leading from the village of Prior's Cleev€teeve Mill, is
a prehistoric barrow, upon which is a heavy mass of stone,
evidently the base of a fourteenth century wayside cross. T
presence of this stone is accounted for by a legend.

GhyOS dz2a2y | GAYSZ (KS 5S0
(o. Gloucester), and looking towards Evesham, was annoy
by the sight of its Abbey, then in great prosperity. There bei
a big stone at hand, he kicked it at the Abbey with malicioug
intention; but Evesham bells beginning to ring, it swerved tg
therightt YR FSff ogKSNB Al y2g

At the time of t he DoWoe scoeasyt eSurhwedyd tah emidHhuria
rentr evacsr dedasg@xtodr Woney,abwltwtalhl ova s

The Church &liddagwmeod hteh ematnowas | et to the s
the mimR2B&Iriffoe. By t hi swtltaeen talet areend, hardce d
early part of the 13trmarménhdwit pMhM3yhant Bhfechest

eels annually [ 25 x 40] Later the rent bec
The history of the miol ltrafcttsdrsdtulitil staesshhaee ri svad
oSaxwmonstruction it is believed all the mil/l

For those who know the river well, it is hard to believe that when the mill was working and

in itsheyday, thecourse of the river was nothing like it is today. The map below igesy

of the Birmingham Anglesr c hi aed s hotwlse takiglhveeiavee rl,at e as
1966.
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We have also endeavoured to illustrate this courtesy of Google Maps over whiblave
overlaid theearly landscape, supported by early photos of the area.
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{2 6KIFIG RAR (KS NAGSNI 221 tA1S 6KSy GKSNB

Mill
Shallows & silted
area (

Lock
& Footbridge

The first thing we notice is the size and course of the river with islands spread across its
width. The original bank is shown by the blue lines.

Shallows & silted ™~
area {

Llands & . 0
shallows

Lock
& Footbridge

The mill and the crossing were the centre of villtitge especially for théarmers,who
grazed their prime dairy herds aiforcestermeadows, and had to regularly bring them
back acrosshe ford for milking.
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Shallows & stlted -

area

Islands &
shallows

Lock
& Footbridge

Thelarge building alongside the crosswgs a large two wheeled water mill, with a cottaige the head Miller. We see at the river end of the building
two archeswhich show theoutfalls from the waterwheels further alongthere was a third and larger tunnélehind a largesluice, which could be
opened in times of flood to let the swollen river water past the mill taking the pressure off the two mill wheels. Thefvaatead! threetunnels would
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cascade back outto the river bed below the weir, which was shallow enough for carts & cattle to cross for most of the year. We see in the picture
above how steeply the road falls as it drops down in to the river

Lock
& Footbridge

We see here the mill from above the waihich we can see to theght hand side topped by the footbridge & handrail. The arch midway along the
building, is above thsluice. The laneh front with the tree at an angle, ectually ansland which througlsilting eventuallyoined to the bank. The tree

can still be seetpnday alongside thexposedioundations. Thdottom left image gives an idea as to where the mill and river in the original pifittee
intot o d dagdscape.
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Mill
Shallows & silted

Islands & 2
shallows
Lock
& Footbridge

This picture shows us the extent of the weir, running from the mill on the right to @amdgin the left. In the middle we see a large sluice andtrfegh
which would have served the same role as that previously described at Welford on Avon
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Chaave Pror Weir, Clanws Proe, Worcestsrsnre

ful.

The weir was originally @axorc onst ructi on, the top § @adedvithrobblds uTheplaskiwalkway cantbe seem onttdpef 1 8

the weir, in early days the handr ai
was the last job carried out by the village blsickth before he retired.

wa s
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. IMin
Shallows & silted ™

arca

Islands &

™~ r— - ; 7 shallows
,,«Lo\‘k Lt \
& Footbridge :

The I sl and at the end CdfePBrivilkreer wed adlb evawh i¢ mhr mieat byt hdebank to al.l ow tF
The |l ock itself issdambats| yhei aawingr s thdipda dpatd dwaeslstaway t he banks.
|l ock and a foot bridge over the | ower | ock, all owinghet e edodnst itnou atli
Halt & Salford Priors Station.
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Cleeve Prior Lock, Cleeve Prior, Worcestershire

Cleeve Prior Lock

Top Left we see a picture of the lock from 1880 when it
was still in use,

Below we see the lock today. Bottom left the wing wall
sticking out in to the river. Bottom right the diamond
shape of the downstream lock face.

mber: CC72/02019
PR, 7 N R
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| £ SSPS t NA2NJ aAff
The Mill was a source of employment and was vital to the economy of the village. We know that in
June 1672, still owned by the Manor, the mill was bynThomadBenndt & a JohrBennett stillheld

the rights in the 1708. They employedhe Oldacre
family to run themill, with 21 year old William Oldacre
taking over from Charles in 1771 ‘
You had to be strong t
Ol déscrweas known t ourc afrrr

the mill, up the paris
then in to the village
mile and the weight of

wei ght s

Th#&eaf family who ram
vill age compehteiltdi ocno wh| =
vil'd agter on g enshbemmatni t o r g HEE—TTEREEE
timed carrying sacks of corn on their shouldd
t hpari sh steps oppogiht ekt we wi lliln rtlehsed ovmielclta gtet
today.

Ot her customs they shared “WMaytrfuseeivse tPhratoraf
Cl ePrvieor hadua meéayscr was nQtwiadasn tohfef itciitalle pgoisvie

| ast person from the vill dgel bstf ahkeni hheonte
fell i n.

Back to .tWee kMiolwl ehaat Wil |l i am Ol dacre was | i v
t hough he ,avvac fnroowvm 82841 t he mill ers were a W

Burr.ows
BM851mitilhle seememgtiompmbet gndayl Bobehad become

Mi Il er and the census, sdest Ws alse Jomglpdhy é&Néé wsnamyv
Ankers whoe Iwesrteed as mill erswaggbné€harl es Anl
By 1RBo6bler twalaydmomnme and Joseph Newman is now |

mi ldlego wi tWi lsleirarmnlHemmamidjo hars En sntidndert he Mi |

Hi storically the youngest son of the family
ad this was Johln8 6&miytent Hionlmaorm.i eldn & pr esumabl
wi hhs phdast $he title of miller. We do know
person in the village bheagekkeert &odk owisttia:bé er a

George CanrMrlawhge baker
Robert LymMé& the Blacksmith
Charl es Hem®mit hg Cabinet maker empl oyin
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The ConstOwhelreseeecearesdappoi nted at the start of
Const ablleew &regptor démtilm adhtes dlirihde.ly aigratnroe bei ng
when the manori al rul e cwhear dypialhldagdnanr weo ke
created as part of. ahn eofgaWarsecdshipdshanigier §d oo k e
pl acehe 18%0Oe Overseers @amaanidsdweroe tahpep oPianties
|l ook aftertobpr pbentvidahédge when reporting in
Aut hority (|l ater ORumals t'D icteln e iue tew €aode inpmogodris 9 t
1901 we sTayWwWbd,aldiMaendn o3stcrecieti ng relief from

Still digressing | wantGdée@mgseaesayd twiwtals y ey otrh
the EveshaApr Iba@@&avassnnected with the river

a!'y LyljdzSaid sl a KSf
on the body of George Cannaway, baker o
Cleeve Prior, whose body was found in the

River Avon on April 2

/ KNt Sa bSéYlty 2F [/ fSSOS t NA2NE al AR KS
KAWS f1ad &6 KAY Dii22@8T D0EBHSYySysbagp 2
f SFGAYy3a GKS @FNR FyR 32Ay3 Ay GKS RANBOGA
0SSy t2¢6 ZpABBESPROFMD/NIKS gAlGySaa RAR y2i
AGd | DF®DIH GKSH gk yiSAA] 6BY¥N) GKS RSOSI aSR
A0NFy3IS (GKIG KS RAR y20G 02YS K2YS T2N RAY
YR GKSYyOS Ift2y3a (KS NAGSNI aARS |o2dzi wnAan
KFd 6KAOK fSR KAY G2 0StASOS G(GKIG GKS RSC
gAhliySaa GKSy 320G FaarxadlryOS FTNRBY (GKS OAff
RSLI2ZASR (G2 FAYRAY3I (KS 062Reé FTFGSNI I &Stk NX
OFNNE A0 K2YS® W2KYy /I NBftSaa 2F /€SS0S t N
ONRdzZAKG K2YS HWROKERA I WROWPWSINS &FRdzy R G2 02y
M pdPy & @R2RY S VIRNA FE Ay 3 | NIAOESa 6KAOK KS y2g
GSNRAOG GUKFG GKS RSOSIFAaSR RNRYYSR KAYaStT
AYyakyaie

£49 8s 2d was Bnclo8h@8lindde raatb 12¢0 1s7fTumm at es woul d |

£57,060n unusual amount to hawemmint tyionugr spuoicckied e

Back toandh eSwovinhi Hol t om who had by 1869 purcl

known as dmet hauMahaedt 88 2hsus he stild]l had
mi | | er al tahlauod la r meeariwdaaidn es eems t o have expani
oper atti amaes nhid lis | isted as employing 6 men
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One of the millers was Luke Waters who on th
| ose tiemokt béafuielrl agha s but i n 1911 we know |
County & City, Patwnaki c, Asyl um

| 4881 Miwdhhek f orrceeabhgads3jiamsce ph Ne wnoalni'sst esdo nass
mill ers

BM891 it appears the bubble hbhetdbhedst#eadoimmg
daughters who arleo Blme isf g rasnadr eEdmrfans @aWw ys hown as
t he heafdanoifl yt hoen t he census.

Wi tJlohn omoger aroundilbho mimd h aSgnad mtelye rSmi t h has b
appointed tbaousrium dtsthee rmiolalr ds at the Laurel s.
Joseph Newman is still the miller but the so
are no servantswho$dsgrgraobdaughter

The decline of trhieesni on stirbﬂemtpcmjrrttytawmzdo by 1901
mi ldneslesee t he cottagpRrasenteudnoderts from Bir mi|
On the 1911 cremesarsd thfertehe mill so we presum

The 1900 Watershed in Cleeve Prior

Apart from notn hla9®iee gvea emi t lher next 10 years

vill age stWhrer d&aos f:fhranntlgh#&eylv@/ialsl agpda adélyf i nsul a
suffandesturviving on a rural economy. We sta
communications$ebot#athladivialnt sge | i

Transport had i mproypedpfiromweBier mit agWwihlmlgaga n
i ncl Bdi mgngham ,acrcdwxtt racnidvsii jswsét east &« commer c
travelolrer 9 mportantly we see firshepaucdpeée set
was just a beauti ful place to Iive. There wa
Coungivditn g® | Miolmd naen,d Geor ge Hal f or dnd tohfe Comp«
Edward EIl garbotim witlH sHeocuossred homes in the vil
Artist Edwin Harris comingrhee dulvee @i e Ntalnye ot
1905, and the Gertrude Myers cohhael escaperhbo
| adies after their opermtBiommi mghdarme women's
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IWTLLMM HUNT & SONS, THE BRADES, LTD.,

BRADES STEEL WORKS,
Near BIRMINGHAM.

LIST OF DISCOUNTS FROM CATALOGUE, 1905 EDITION. d
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t hat
35 reac
tpheiretdi cf
sehesea
e (

this as an i

for t.hCeriirgisntaa flfy

deci

Socdr borough,
Eveert Avogh
roi

the Avon
i ¢d awase now

wa s

ver, start.

Authors: Simon Davies & lan Robinson

ol

benef i

mak e

ssue
ttotbieiss ew aast |

ded

no |
ng

a

f

on

t o



Cleeve Prior Chroniclers

A

¢CKS 1 @g2y FYR GKS tfSlIadNB LyRdzaidNE

~

Bidford was initially the centre of
riverside at Bidford was thronged wi
congregatingopoiSatuedpgcnapbghys

this ple
th visit

Courtesy of Along the Avon From Stratford to Tewksbury, and
the River Avon a Pictorial History by Josephine Jeremiah

T

e

b .ﬂ? He Aa
P

A | ot of t herahcet iWhittye cBeenatrr/ewlhi t e Liloam, pub a
now the Frog I nn, but also there was the Hol
Th above picturaensvmaoapsti atimpl etl® 1®i th a .wind u
Hollands were based on what today is the water meadow, and we can see from the advert

below the entertainment that the visitors could enjoy
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Telegaplic Addros : Bdlrl. W ol Warwickshire.

HOLMNDS PLIMBI GROUNDS,

W. M. HOLLAND,
<~ CATERER, <

Steam Launch and Boat Proprictor,
BOAT BUILDER, ele..

| Bndford Warwickshire.

‘ The Largest. Coolest and most comverwess Dirung
| Sakocn m the Neghboorhood

CAN SEAT OVER (o% AT A TIME. « =

» Dot Dinncrs and bigh
Teas a Speciality . . .

Tr—

The Fioen SmmR!‘.:.ucb Service on the
.
Good Beat d Fubicg. at T [
ing an 4 ieg. Spec crms for

Swiog Beats and other Amuscments,
Spacious Grounds foe Games of alt Kiods

Rewing Boats ks&k o Hiee by the Meor,

oy or Week.
Bell Tears foe Camplag Oue.
Boats repalred, cleaned and varnlabad

BOATS CARCFULLY STORED.

VeritywFone heéown

remi ni scencebeoHohlkandé&i Pda

Gardens and takingttohel teeveemdmr iwp the river

l'a | &ALISOAILT GNBIFG 2y0S SOSNE adi¥wiSINAwds 6 S
Pl easur & K&EaNBd esrSs O2dzZ R KIF @S (Sl FNRBY fAGGT S
GKAOK 6S F2dzy R ljdzAGS || y20Stieo

¢KS aiSkYSNI 2yfeé YIRS Gg2 22dNySea | RF& |
GAAAU2NRAR FTNRY [/ tSS@OS YR Al ¢l a F2NJdza I+ 3
dzyly2¢6y G2 dzao 'fi’JKQdEIKTI\kEQ\OKQSd‘xINIJzaT)\uFSS‘;/ N2 (R
LI RRfS YR K2LJSEdzA 8 fSI NI {12

A6AYI YySOSNI 2y O

Y& LI NByida (2

2dzi 2F GKS NROS
0KS dzLJLJISNJ NBI OK

SELJ 2NB (KA&a R

3

A

|l 2¢ L | ANBS oM

A& 20KAY AT | o0azf
322R & YSaaAiy3
02ka f 20SR AlGS
Fdzf f 2F Ff26SNA
Ff RSNAE 06SyRAy13
GKSANI NBFf SOGA2
RFyOAy3a 2y (GKS
Y& KI yR2 Aty 4K
f STl 60SKAYR® ¢K
f221 YR 6 §0K®

Page?28

SME FyR £SG A0 RNALI 0Si¢SSy
J At

ElI'i Ankers tells us that the
steamer which used to come puffing down from Bidford, with the
well-known Skipper Jones at the tiller. This is photaf ihe steamer
to Cleeve Priofrom the hill at Malcliffe

NAGPGSNI I yR LizidAy3

~

S a0SIFYSNI K26SOSNJ KIR a
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CKISZf f I yRa tf{ BEABMNG dDERREYET { = WiKkeEAKzY dzOK
ézdz O2dz R o0dz2 I LINRBLISN G4§SI GKSNB yR aaa 2
Grof ST odzi Y2NB A YLBNDA VWA 0BG (e o N2 ( KISNUS y
f20SR GKSY® IS gla  @SNE szdzadzII\OdzEbEL}:I 3
ryﬁ OSNE Sharfteée SEOAGSR® ¢KS agAy3d ozl Ga Y
Y2U0KSNJ KFR (y28y | 062dzi GKSY ¢S &aKz2dzZ R KI @S
¢2 3ASG GKS o0Said NBadzZ 6a &2dz aKz2dzZ R KI @S (K
YdzOK Y8a B8NP UGKSNI YR L 3J2Ay3 (23SUGKSNW» | S dza
g @AYy YR 3SaiGAO0dzZ I GAy3 KS agdzyad GKS o621l 0
YIRS KAY 3S0 2dzi 2NJ 32 gAGK |y20KSNJ o2e 4K
2y al dRlI WR&zNKI R F2dzyR | C)K)\fR 2T Y& 26y aAa
gl a y24 YdzOK dzaS gAGK adNIy3s OK)\fRNsz I YR
K2g (2 dzaS (GKS NRLISaA® L gla dzaSR (2 | &agAy
az2NB 2FGSy mKRyzyJEJaamKS V& 6SOFYS FTNRIKGSY
0S ONRdAKG G2 I KIfd FyR akKS glta GF 1Sy 2dz
RSYlIYRSRZ YR m\m g2RNLESIE2YBlINEFEEYE ONRI
YR GKSY (KSdzo2FVRAGEA A 2®2dza f Il dzZZKSR a2 Y
I LINBLISNJ NARS®

28 HMARYF NBT 6S FStid TNBS yR 0S0FYS 208N Si
FAIT @ RNAyla FyR OIF1Sa YR odzya Ol f YSR dz&d
2F Y& yNWRO®I GA 6AGK I adNIy3IS ORKOHIRSK ACyKES NS
A2YSERXNY RSO INRYyERWRA2dZNI 26y O0SKIF @GA2dzNJ ¢ 2dzZ R
SAGKSNIP L GKAYy]l aldzR dzyRSNRG22R (GKA& FyR &
YSOSN I t KAZRSRI iR YHOIKSNI 6 K2dzZAKG ¢S KI R 2dza
A0SFYSNI FYR GSF d GKS 20KSNJ SyR®
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The boats comiuddoddwh ohf a@itbeuepy ea tPrtihoend pegi al
stage, before comiGlgeldowevihwe awmeallghe Wihvet ©1 g

Mot or LRaiQnreww’e’n

Thpi cisaken with the mill and sluice iIin the

t our i sctcse shsa dt oa ftahcewlhWwitcyb ewaBshlepor o r s si de of t |

had a tea roomta beaplpgacomamgdg boecabs

Wi nters
from the rail way at Salford Priors, and this
Bidf orpgleasuhe boats that came down the rive
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The visitors TboeulCd eaanvde ot Nhietoaifteha o n
cr ostshiengsi mpl e plank bridge over

T hr otuhdeir inrkc | ielreet anne ag e & etowoo fl adi e sthewail &ni ng ove
t he Dbfroiodtg e .

The Wil shaws who owsew ®lkasunes8oapppubunit
steam boat from the back of their pub down t
roomhat way they would get the tourists mone

THE OLD MILL TEA ROOM,
CLEEVE PRIOR. )

i Situated on the River Avon amidst delightfully By
picturesque surroundings. The Tea Room is portion of
the old Mill mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1060,
the stone walls with the original beams being retained as i

part of the structure, and the old Mill Wheel still stands. 1

There are excellent bathing facilities, and boating and
punting may be enjoyed in safety above and below the
weir, a fleet of good punts and boats being available. (|

All cakes and jams supplied are home-made, large and
small parties being catered for; Devonshire Cream Teas \
being a speciality.

Above we sode tdhe Wil shaws adverts for the caf
the adverts with the Mill openi ngs §onttoetrbeesets &
that their history knowledge was not extensi
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcViDngLva0&feature=youtu.be

THE TEA ROOM CRRRVE Mikk,

TheceneMihlt Aehr & bimg painted, polished wood
the central aisle, tabl e cleost hnsa dwei tohf ftlhoew eorls
stones and the mannequin waitress
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© 3The laide Cleeve WY

The whole | ocation became very popular with
the grassy areas around the mil/l used to be
known Cl eeve Prior Lid

Cleeve Prior became a Mecca for day trippers
today of peoples parents coming to the river
even their bicycles. 't i s hartdhd oviclolmpge,he
the pbetiolwesstrate the size of the crowds, a
their affluence.
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The Mil |l gave the opptoo ttulinieirwee was at hdratlchei
the mill, which sold soft drinks and ice cre
Stevens who al svo |haadghea u s lno pt hoisanl S telsde n o0 w | Cott a
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Another important role washe village
boatman and this for many years was the
regponsibility of Jack Taylor. Keas also
the village pig man, who slaughtered the
individual villagers pigs, which they kdipt
in sty's at the bottom of their allotment
garcens. He wouldhire out theflat
bottomed boats similar to those in Bidford,
with cushions & a gramophone to enable
the visitors to go up the river.

Ca parking
open | and a
mi | it amas
cont rbod | geadt €
across mil |l

what i's no.w
Thiwheaerse t h g
wascol | ecomd

visitors <co

?

RS

Sy

L HE
= “

-

o

; Wv\m".zs

——

The river was also a facility for a | ot of
Pol | iust otfelhliss memories of the river
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Fo2dzi mH @8NARA® 2f Re L NXH 3 : YATf @
0A3 pKSSta odzi Al GIWHEAWFU BZNJAYITP TKSNBE 41 &
odzZAf G FONRP&Aa GKS YAf fr TSRS GidK A &S FTRNEI KK So 6ISSHANII
2f R FINXYSNI fAGAYI GKSNB dzaSR (G2 RNRAROGS KAa ak
¢tKS flFyR Oft2asS (2 GKS YAff o6l a OSNFROMNAESS RUzN
GNARALIAP® az2zad 2F GKS OGAQGAGE 41 & 2y GKS [ tSS¢
DN} YRFIGKSNI KFR 0210 K2dzaSao

t S2LX S OFYS FTNRY ANYAY3IAKEY G GKS 6SS{SYyRa
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OFFS G GKS YAttt GKAOK gl a Ffglea OSNB odzaed
I YLy FTNRY (GKS @Attt 3IS gt a | g @32 MKENS @ HINJIG
FGOGSYRFY(d FYyR KS 320 (GALA FTNRYSSBENK2ES®I OS
GSNNAFASREYS a || OKAfRO®

CKSNE g61a Iy AYyOARSYyd la KS ¢gla 2yS 2F GKS 7T
dzZaSR (2 32 o6fladAy3d R2sy GKS NAGSNI YI1Ay3d |
odzi A0 o &3 2300 21t SWIZOKa 20 AKEASNJ 2y S YR YIRS S@g$S
L ¢la GKS 2yteé 2yS K2 aglyY Ay GKS NRARDGSNI gAl
OFrtt SR 22f{F IyR KS ¢4l a Y& o0Said FNASYR FyR @S
KS 6Fa Y& YAYRSNJ®
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¢tKS 9YVR 2F ¢2dzZNAaAY

The river | ifeblood of the rural eco
the village being fertilised every time the
floods was eventually going to |l ead to dire

The problems caused by flooding were evident

Il n the Eveé'ﬁatnrt]au
we read

“Destruction edn th
Sunday afternoon i
fl ood, broke down
Prior. Tl 1 mmpasiss
passengers

Ther & uwasher f | oowkei g
abotvlee pictures of Bi
t he thmatthiesragthaoal |y
arncor mally fields
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THE REPAIR OF CLEEVE WEIR.

Nothing much has been heard recently
of the activigies of the committee who has
e in hand the matter of the repair of the
weir at Cleeve Prior, and it i< extremchy
satisfactory to Jeara that though it has
been quiet it has been busy, The re-
sult of the activities is that it has obtained
a suficiency "of promises of financial as-
sistance as to warrant it in asking for
tenders 10 carry out a complete schome
of repair.  This contract has< been securcd
by, Messrs. Greenly & Sons, of Tenbury
Wells,  Worcestershire, and we  age
informed  that  the wark will  he
commenced at  once. It i o be
hoped that the weather conditions
will prove kind and that there' will
be no_hindrances from floods,  The Dig.
trict Council may be relied upon 1o render
all the assistance possible. Residents of
the district, and indeed all Javers of the
Avon, must not run away with the idea
that no  meore financial assistance i<
needed.  This I8 just the time when ns
much bhelp as possible is required, and
residents nf the neighbourhaod should
show thewr appreciation of the work of
the committee by attending in large num-
bers the whist drive and dance which is
te he held shartly and of which details
are given in an advertisement Thote
who live too far away 10 attend, but whn
nevertheless realise what the maintenanme
of Cleeve Weir means to Bidford, can play
their part by sending o domation to the
trcasurer of the fund,

We hferaam EI| i rAmk enriss coewirc e s

Ay GKS o6FR 6AYUSNI 2F MpHH 6S KIR I &02N¥Y3I A
gl GSN) a¢gSLIG Fgl@& LINL 2F GKS 4SANIIYR (GKS T2
2 2NOSAGSN) aSIIR2ga 2¢02Vi KEKRUW KESINA AR 2FF G KES !
YSRAFS@It GAYSAad 21 GSNJ YSIR2ga (KS& HSNBI &S
GKSY® hit R W2Ky {KSIF> KS G2fR YS la K2g¢g GK
0KS NRAROGSNE KA X TFIHYiBSENIZs KI Ry GINBSKRS NU2 NBodzA f R
ANI @St Ay FNRYW IR2LIAKMEOK dARPR R RARY

With the weir sgdfi@&rietdkeabbatregding the pari
how Dr Crawford from Bidf ar dnekertd lngghti na Cd epewte
get the village to rwaeiste shgsmoney to rebuil
Ad ¢la A2Ay3a G2 O02ad mMmann 2N Y2NBsX | 2 2
ddz0O0OSSRSR 0SOlIdzaS Ay al NODK MpHSaxd 2R B KBS SR y
Tt 22Ra
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Johns

Jack Anke
| i wifrfgno & e

1939
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goowi mg bark
CLEEVE PRIOR WEIR

In Danger of Destruction

Ways and means of repairing Cleeve
Prior weir, part of which was awopt
away during the winter flood, were dis
cussed at a public meeting at Bidford-
on-Avon last night

[he breach in the weir has caused
a considersble drop in the Jevel of the
Avon at Bidlord, and inhabitants feer
that boating will be seriously affected

It was stated thst large portions of
the river bed hava been laid hare

Dr. H. M. Crawiord, who presided
said that the Evesham R.D.C. was the
only public body concerned in the
matter; it was this authority’s duty 10
maintain the footbridge over the weir,
but it was impossible 1o restore the
footbridge wuntil the breach in the
masonry was repaired.  If nothing was
done forthwith, the remainder of the
weir, that portion that had been re
paired before, would go during the
next two or thres winters.

It was decided to take steps to raise
£500 to cover the cast of repnirs

Authors: Simon Davies & lan Robinson
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We know from the Evesham ]198889nsdtheaet tfath atl h e evni

of the weir when part was washed away, causi
Bi dftohrbds,mi ti ng the use of the boats. The Eve:
responsibility of maintaiei mgttlaéllritodgeoowaa

the weir was repaired.

|l t was tahcadtermet ddd each i n the weirnthasr emmadai n dnenre

woul d be wadifedch daways,acEad@etdowards the repai
Evesham Journal 1939

' CLEEVE PRIOR WEIR SCHEME
| POSTPONED

The EvjesthranmafF otl oswveddyt he story as it was i mp
year they reported the scheme had been postop

KS a0KSYS F2NJ GKS NBLIANI 2F /f£SSPS t NA2NJ g

4

SFNIe OSaaliAzy 2NBAKENIIGNILRY! 2GdzYR ABYWEI P S L
Ft22Ra o6l a 1 dzyOKSR Ay (GKS &dzYYSNI AYy (KS K2L
FYSYAGASEAT Fto2dzi monn 2F GKS Mnnan NBIjdzANSBR T
Fye O2yAARSNIROIITEA VS (OKSRaBRYy YR GKS &dzo a ONJ

Not hing el se is hasatidnyndatrrkdeth & rmtpltoe tvmaarce of t
di mini shed.

With the weir and footbridge gone, the Lido

We know from post cards that duriRASCE hwerear |
stationed in the Mill as well as the ol d bar
they were reputedly here to practiceatpracti s
Cleeve Prior as anidwase was wgdead ndDtwe adesmperwad® t
ani meelres haviusge a newt f or\Wo Vea & ®ss 5 srniteacera m

the mouth of the Arrow, where the river | eve
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The army occupation wabasdomedllt hteldd ja2h4dd ,@atf t e
|l eave iat very good condition. Wit hthe hminl | b
ownerhef Maadrit demoli shed andusseebet weesat €h
& Marl cliffe then called Temple Cottage, now

¢t KS wS2dzSyl A2y G(KS wAGSNI | g2y
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Af ter the demalfiet ioonn tohfe trh el afki mowe Iwemn tr eqtuu ren
the waterway to sitaraMadyabn &9 4 ®PEWkKe ont h e

W2 dziyilbfi i shed an ar tdieccllei noen. iTthsi shiigsetnoersya taendd i

rest oarad [t@eSNI | g2y bl @ladl § o yne®NbizznG 1[96BR , wi t
rai sed towards t A& 5WRntik itaH e wiom\kasl vbegmeviaty of t

increased publikeawmpplriald sy, rmaids ¢ di rld9v6e2r, £50 ,

and the 7 |l ocks from Tewkesbury t-op&wriesd amh e
Lower Avon,

Il n 1963. An anonymous benefactor gave £80, 00
Avon, acnodmmeonrcked in 1966, with phase one, co

Bi df or dvhBrcihdleyel,sar ed open in June 1971. The e
restoration was £250, 000 which was raised by
t hkepart ment of the Environment.

The project, which involvedeotpenwmd kT rodcti on
navigation which had béddnfwiamsalkl yctomplrebea@r.i
when Queen Elizabethdthe QGliemntifiMetdbefri cealra

hdzNJ a02NE g2dz R y 2

G 0SS O02YLX SGS gAGK2dzi dzy RS
FNRPdzyR GKS YAftf IyR (K

S NAOGSNI 2SN GKS I af

/ - "/"
&
: W/ .’ &
-“\~7 Y
/ - \
’,' - ]
pie. \\/ &
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Tanderstand the hisworyuanfdi nlge | minldl yamd htalve
hi story of the farms in the vill age. Il n one
us how Top Farm was part of the 1000 acres o
far mhouse loat edo ucsael,l ewdasPrpiart of that estate,
farm buildings, one now called Top Farm & th
comprising one field adjacent farm house <cal
Frogl eendso Itéhre War wi ckshire border at Marl cl
with a river frontage of al most a mil e.

When Don took over the farm as tenant on the
Manorgunhiided hrough his early years.

Il n Mh9 4nbi,t hs Dothd narst, Chr Man&r etyoshblt dAEhWi | ey
of AsBgelwEmg. Manor | ands were expandheids over t
i mpenrdeitnigr,@m&ritey st drhtee kcfttates| VvaTfTheusitetst
wenene WoMeadbws which were LGolod nitalme, ao renr gef
Moor FRHrarh, at Wilxdmwkes belvbedered those of the
War wi ckshire side of the Avon

ThMi i t ssealshen at dafpehred and I n January 1955, Ar

entirety to Wrekin Brewery, an old Shropshir
Company
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The final piece of the jigsaw wa8Bg owlhenm st twd on
kept it going as a8@much smaller farm, till t

Il n February 1964, the brewery Asaclhcerthhdé 8f&dr m
we see the first mention of the interest in
a | eiatslke Wdoroddl eSyocgi @i n €| ube i tsthet hegimht

There i s ndw st sium paursistgory asuay rmpaw pleantd/owva
domi nat e .Thye weirBei atgneengham Angl er s.
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This organi sataromdhaad HASKBD,)i tammda sb yr etphuet ed t o
| argest the | argest fishing organisation in
member s and 12O0T0heafrf ifliirastdesddtecdeggdmiibssigt ro gy ht s fr
Yar dMMoed i 8dc Cl ub, closely foll owed by Worcest

a ntdhfei nal piece of the jigsaw was the purchas
£35,500.

PARTICULARS

WORCESTERSHIRE
THE ATTRACTIVE FREEHOLD

GEORGIAN COUNTRY HOUSE

TOP FARM

CLEEVE PRIOR
Near EVESHAM

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY

VACANT POSSESSION ON COMPLETION
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n 1972, the farm outbuildin

trustees of BAA holding the mortgage

The bal Wheeester Meadows the escarpment, riv
the BAdAAt 1973 the farm house, now called Pric«
Peter Newman.

gs and wwarhk atbhlee f

Top Faewe wtsgalilty up,wintho |Ipaanrdc eslosl d f or t he r a
farm buildings sold for conversion to houses
for his own use.

It appears that at some stag8radesBhomsegban
hill as they subsequently sold this and the
today.

The Worcester meadows were sold to Bomford &
Limited, after 1 iqui dhantgloenr,s |wiatvh ntgh €T hoel dBiMin
fishing rights on the river.
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