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 The following information is published with the kind permission of Mike & Pauline Chapman 

At the turn of the Century the Manor & Lands belonged to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 

England. In 1832 William Fifield Holtom, who was born in Alderminster to Stephen Holtom, Farmer, 

& his wife, moved with the rest of the family in to Cleeve Prior where they rented the Manor House 

& Estates. William married Juliana Tomes [born in 1825 in Cleeve Prior] on the 3rd June 1852, one of 

two marriages to take place between the families. The union unusually produced only one offspring 

daughter Julia, who was born in 1854. In 1886 the death of William is recorded at the Manor and the 

Manor stayed in the possession of Juliana who died in 1906. It passed to Julia who continued to live 

in the house.  

Julia married William Garfield Hiorns [Henry Hiorns] from Honeybourne who bought the Manor & its 

Lands from the Church on the 18th October 1917 & they continued in residence till his death at the 

Manor In 1921. The Manor was sold & Julia moved in to Mill House which became the possession of 

the family when they bought the Manor from the Church, along with the Mill by the river. She 

stayed here till her death in the house on the 28th January 1945. 

 

Part of Henrys estate purchased from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners was a two acre area of land   

on which the house seen below, Priorsleigh, was been built in 1922, and as with the Manor & other 

properties, executors were instructed to dispose of all the assets on his death. We see in the 

document attached the indenture & deed of sale of the property from Julia Hiorns to the Purchaser 

Mary Shipway of Mosely for the sum of £300 
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It can be seen from the plan attached to the land sale that this parcel of land had already been put 

together as a building plot as it stipulated the building line. The house “Priorsleigh” was built in 1922 

it is interesting to see the other boundaries on this side of Mill Lane, which presumably indicated the 

selloff of plots for the development of individual houses 

 

Other owners of the property have certainly been: 

Mrs Shipway verified by the following article 
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 Mr & Mrs Leigh  

Mr & Mrs Bedenham 

There are also details of a conveyance on the 18th September 1986 from the Bedenham’s to a 

Michael & Carol Ann Johns, of a parcel of land adjoining ‘Badgers’ on Mill lane 
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The House sale
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The Land sale 
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