CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS A HISTORY OF THE PARISH OF
CLEEVE PRIOR WORCESTERSHIRE

BY ROBERT F. TOMES

‘The following contributions towards a history of Priors Cleeve will be found to
be more like a number of fragments than a connected history. They were
collected by the writer during a long period more or less in connection with the
parish and consist of records taken from various public sources, such as county
histories, subsidy rolls, court rolls, wills, etc., as well as from title deeds and
other private documents.

Two old papers have come to hand giving the names of property owners in
Cleeve which are deserving of special notice. The one includes the whole of
Worcestershire and is dated 1703-4, and that part of it which relates to Cleeve
will be given verbatim. The other is a list of the names of those who were
frecholders or copyholders in Cleeve at the time of the Inclosure Act, and us
dated 1775, which will also be given in full. It is of considerable value in the
compilation of these “contributions”, and all the more so as I have never had
access to a copy of the parish award; my acquaintance with the contents of that
document being confined to very brief examinations of the award itself
preserved in the Shirehall, Worcestershire. This must be my excuse for not
giving the names of the owners and their lands as allotted to them by the
inclosure Commissioners, which, had it been done, would have been a
Doomsday book, in so far as Cleeve Prior is concerned.

Before proceeding further I am especially anxious to record my indebtedness to
certain friends, without whose help these contributions would have been even
more fragmentary and disjointed than they are. To the Rev. ] Moreton,
formerly Vicar of Cleeve, I am greatly indebted for free access to the parish
register, as well as for much friendly and personal assistance; while the late Rev
T.P. Wadley, for some time a curate at Cleeve, furnished me with a great
number of notes relating to that parish, which were of special interest. I need
hardly explain that that help was rendered some years since. To my friends and
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relatives in Cleeve I owe the opportunity of looking over the many copies of
Court Rolls of which I have given extracts. They at one time constituted the
title deeds of the lands of one family, viz., Bennett. To the copies of Court
relating to other families and properties, I regret to say I have not had access.

The parish of Cleeve Prior or Prior’s Cleeve lies in the east side of the county of
Worcester and in the Hundred of Oswaldslow. It is bounded on the east by the
counties of Gloucester and Warwick, on the north and west by the Avon, and on
the north-west by Warwickshire. There is a portion of the parish lying on the
west side of the Avon, consisting wholly of meadow land, which is surrounded
on three sides by Warwickshire.

Geologically the parish is almost wholly Lower Lias, but there is a narrow
exposure of the Rhoetic formation, and amore considerable expanse of the red
and grey marls of the Keuper formation. Overlying the latter, by the side of the
Avon, is a deposit of allurium, forming rich meadow land. The face of the steep
escarpment rising abruptly from the Avon consists chiefly of the Keuper marls,
but near the top there is a small exposure of Rheetic beds, which, however, are
much more distinctly observable near to Mar] Cleeve.

The plateau lying above the escarpments consists of the basement beds of the
i_ias, and eastward the succeeding Liassic beds in an upward direction appear in
regular order, namely, the zones, which have been distinguished by geologists
as the plan orbis zone, from the occurrence in it of the Ammonitis plan orbis;
the Angulatus zone, and the Bucklandi zone, from the presence in them of the
Ammonites, namely A. angulatis, and A. bucklandi. The last-named occurs
only in the east end of the parish, at a place well known as Hoden, of which I
shall hereafter speak at more length.

ROMAN REMAINS

These contributions towards a history of Cleeve Prior would be most
incomplete without some notice of the grand discovery of two large earthen
vessels filled with gold and silver Roman coins, made by a quarryman named
Sheppey in 1811. Very little more can be said than what appeared in the
columns of the “Standard” a few years ago from the pen of the present writer, of
which the following is a transcript: “After Sheppey had conveyed the treasure
to his own house he began to make use of the money as current coin, and there
was soon some of that ancient specie circulating in the village of North
Littleton. At this juncture John Bennett, the principal resident landed proprietor
in Cleeve Prior, prevailed on Sheppey to place the whole in his hands, fears
being entertained that it might be seized by the powers as treasure trove, and
Sheppey was at the same time strictly enjoined to observe the strictest silence
on the subject, and in the events of an enquiry being made, to say that he had
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none of the coins remaining. Accordingly Bennett sold the coins which Shelly
had not messed away in small lots, and as secretly as possible. Among those
who purchased some of the lots were Bennett’s two kinsmen, John Tomes, the
father of the present writer, and his brother, the late Thomas Bennett Tomes, of
Cleeve Prior, both of whom were privy to the transaction.” The sum paid over
to Sheppey by John Bennett was something over seven hundred pounds. The
gold coins were those of Valintinian, Gratian, Valentinian junr., and
Theodosius. There were few bronze coins among them.

tays Wall is the name of a small enclosure in Cleeve, which may certainly be
regarded as Roman. Of the supposed Roman roads of the neighbourhood
something must be said. The record of Richard of Cirencester mentioning the
Roman station Ad Autonam, has of late been much discredited, and the so-
called Ryenield Street believed to be wholly imaginary. Yet there is so much
evidence of Roman occupation along the line indicated from Bidford, along the
verge of the terrace through Cleeve Prior and Littleton to Evesham, that there
cannot be any doubt that there was an important road there. On a former
occasion I mentioned the occurrence of great quantities of the horn cores of
cattle at Stratford-on-Avon, and in Bengworth, and made the statement that they
are the remains of a breed mtroduced by the Romans, and I take the present
opportunity of correcting that statement.

SAXON REMAINS

The Saxon name of an Avon meadow in North Littleton which is mentioned in
one of the so-called Saxon Charters of Evesham Abbey, AD709, as
Pickershomme, is now well known as Pickersham, and the adjoining meadow in
'leeve Prior has the same Saxon name; a name which doubtless it had before
the division of the two parishes took place; and if so before 709. In a Court Roll
of the date of May the 3", the 29" of Henry VIII (1537) held by Philip
Hawford, Cellarer of the Abbey, Pixham hedge is mentioned as a boundary, and
there can be no reasonable doubt but that it was where the hedge and wide ditch
now dividing the two meadows called Pickersham, the one being in Littleton
and the other in Cleeve Prior.

Brookfurlong is the present name of a field adjoining the parish of Littleton, and
running quite up to the edge of the terrace. In several documents there is
mention of a place having the name of Brookling, which was no doubt the field
now known as Brookfurlong. There could not, however, have been a brook
from which the name was taken. The field was nothing more than a
continuation of the terrace which, running through Littleton and Cleeve, has in
the former parish the name of Harrowhill, or Harbarrowhill, i.e. Barrowhill,
which has by good authority been considered to be identical with the word



brook, when applied to land, and Brookling was assuredly the name of a
furlong, and not of a watercourse.

Hoden or Howden is now the name of part of the parish of Cleeve, consisting of
two farms, the name of which is very probably derived as follows. In the
Charter of Kenred and Offa to the Abbey of Evesham, AD709, the northern
boundary of North Littleton, adjoining the parish of Cleeve Prior — that is, from
the Avon to Buggild Street — is rather carefully defined. Just where the line
passes the place we know as Hoden, mention is made of Ealdendune.
Accepting Old as the translation of Ealden, we have Olddune for Olddown, and
in a deed dated 1622, to which I have had access, Hoden is spelt Olden
throughout. There 1s, however, another derivation of the name which may be
suggested, namely, from Hoar, a boundary, and dune, dene, or down, as before.
The derivation from the Saxon Ealdendune is, however, the more probable.

The Low, a Saxon name, indicating a place of burial, is frequently mentioned in
papers and parchments relating to lands in Cleeve. It is doubtless the rising
cround eastward of the village which has now the name of the Low Hill.

IN NORMAN TIMES.

The Conquerors’ Survey was commenced about the year 1085, and completed
the following year. It was really a survey made for the purpose of taxation and
a triple valuation was ordered. The name of every place was to be given, in
whose bands 1t was in the time of Edward the Confessor; how many hides there
were in the manor, how many Carucates in demesne; the number of homagers,
villeins, cotarii, and servi; how many freemen; how many tenants in saccage;
what quantity of wood, and how much meadow and pasture; what mills and
fishponds; how much was added or taken away; what the gross value was in
King Edward’s time, and what was its value at that time; and how much each
freeman or sochman has.

All this had to be estimated, first in the time of the Confessor, then as it was
bestowed by the Conqueror, and thirdly as it stood at the date of the survey.

IFor the better understanding of the translation which follows, the explanation of
some of the words which it contains may be desirable. A hide of land was what
one team could cultivate in a year, which would depend upon the nature of the
soil, and the quantity must of necessity be a very variable one, and has been
estimated at one to two hundred acres. By the word team an ox team must be
understood. Carruca was a plough, and carrucata what one plough could
cultivate, and was indeed, the same measure as the hide. The villeins were men
who held land under the lord of the manor by a servile tenure, and were, indeed,
the villagers.



The following is the transcript from the Doomsday Book, as given by Nash:

“Together with Lench it contained ten hides and a half; in demesne were two
carucates, and a mill which paid one sextary of honey. There were four men
servants, and four maid servants, and twenty acres of meadow. It had been
worth seven pounds, and was then worth six pounds. Of this land two hides
wanting one virgate were waste.”

On looking through the above, the first noticeable thing is the very small extent
of the taxable part of the parish, which probably accounts for its being bracketed
with Lench, and that, small as it was, there were nearly two hides of waste
which would pay no tax. It is not difficult to guess which land was then waste.
The mill is specially mentioned, as it was without doubt valuable, water power
being important in those days. Accordingly where there was a mill it was
always mentioned. The record of a priest with one hide and two carucates is of
great interest as indicating a very early Church at Cleeve Prior. The following
also points to the same conclusion:

In the early part of the last century the surveyor of highways lowered the road
leading to the mill and to the ford in the Avon. In the process of removal of the
earth just at the brink of the terrace the square stone at present on an elevated
mound by the roadside was taken up and placed there. It is the base of an
sncient praying cross, and dates from the period of the earliest Church at
(leeve. Pilgrims coming through the ford up the hill to the church paused
therefor prayer, when in sight of the church. A wooden staff with a rudely
attached crosspiece was placed there to commemorate their visit. A more
substantial cross, but still of wood, took the place of the earliest one, which in
turn gave way to the stone cross of which the base only now remains to tell its
tale.

THE CHURCH.

The church i1s mainly of that period of architecture known as the Perpendicular,
but there is sufficient difference between the window tracery in the nave,
chancel, and tower to lead to the idea that the church may have been built at
three periods. The east window of the chancel has much the appearance of
having been “restored”; but there are some smaller windows of a very simple
design and without tracery, being indeed somewhat lancet-shaped, which are
beautifully proportioned and probably older than the larger and more elaborate
windows.

But the tower demands especial notice. It is tapering and finely proportioned,
and has a good deal of ornament. The style is strictly Perpendicular, but the
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window tracery is elaborate; and the arched drip-stones are solid and prominent,
and ornamental. They are boldly and richly moulded, and have crockets which
are distinct, large and highly ornamental. These prominent drip-stones with
their crockets have almost the effect of a canopy over the receding windows,
and give a character to the whole of the tower. About half way up the latter, on
the east as well as on the west side, is a small and narrow window surmounted
by a large and ornamental crocket. The one on the east side remains entire, but
that on the west has lost the upper part of the crocket, which has either been
broken off or has been cut off to make room for the face of the clock recently
placed in the tower; which, if useful, is a most incongruous addition to the
ancient edifice.

The gargoyles are what are termed Batswing; and the pinnacles completing the
tower are, like the crockets already mentioned, rich in detail. Altogether the
tower 1s a very handsome one, both as to outline and ornamentation. I am very
much indebted to Mr J Amphlett, of Clent, for pointing out to me all these
particulars, and at the same time informing me that the style of architecture so
closely resembles that of several churches in the north of the county as to lead
to the conclusion that they were all the work of one architect.

On the south side of the nave is, for want of a better name, what I must
designate an excrescence. It is an addition to the church in the shape of a brick
and red tiled building, the particular history and date of which is not preserved.
What can have been the inducements to make any addition to the church is not
apparent, for bearing in mind the small number of inhabitants of Cleeve, such
an enlargement cannot have been needed. Again, supposing that it was really
required, one would have thought that the abundance of stone near at hand as
well as the presence of men whose business it was to work it, would naturally
have given it the preference.

THE VICARS OF CLEEVE.

The Dean and Chapter of Worcester are the present patrons of the Church of
Cleeve Prior, and the following is the list of incumbents as recorded in the
pages of Nash’s History:

1306 — Thomas de Alston.

1313 — Ricardus de Bremsgrave.
1334 — Thomas de Ecton.

1361 — Henricus Newbold.

[367 — Walterus Godfrey.

1399 — Will’us Buryman.

1400 — Will’us Jervid.

1401 — Johannes Alwerke.



1410 — Thomas Hettewey.
1412 — Thomas Oldbright.
1433 — Johannes Granger.
{434 — Johannes Byrmyeham.
1452 — Johannes Wode.
[487 — Ricardus Baker.

1488 — Johannes Fryston.
[528 — Ricardus Geffreys.
1580 — Gilbertus Backhouse.
1622 — Ricardus Wright.
1673 — Josephus Walker.
1717 — Thomas Scott.

1756 — John Windle.

[759 — Evan Jones.

{ 768 — Richard Baty.

Nash adds the following note to the above list:
‘Thomas de Alston was appointed coajutor to Richard vicar of Clive Prior, who
was old and blind.

tn the “Registrum Sede Vacante,” preserved at Worcester, are the following
records relative to the appointment of two of the above-mentioned incumbents:
“Institution of John Alwerk, Priest, presented by John the Prior and Chapter of
Worcester to the perpetual vicarage of the parish Church of Clive Prior’s,
vacant by the resignation of William Gerard, the last vicar, on 1 October.”

Nash gives the name of Gerard, or Jervid, and the date 1400, but the date before
and after the above entry is 1401.

“Institution of John Byrmyeham presented by the Chapter of the Cathedral
Church of Worcester to the Vicarage of the Parish Church of Clyve Prior. 31
July, 14347

Nash records a mural monument in the Church as follows: “Joseph Walker,
Vicar of this Church, died May 12, 1715.” According to the date of institution
given in the foregoing list of vicars, he must have been Vicar for 42 years.

Richard Baty, who became Vicar in 1768, was still there in 1775, the date of the
inclosure Act.

The Rev Richard Gower officiated in Cleeve Church in 1758, as I was informed
by the late Rev T P Wadley.

The Rev Thomas Thomas was Curate at Cleeve from 1796 to 1811, and the
following appears in the register there:



1797, June 6. — Thomas Thomas, of this parish, bachelor, and Elizabeth
Manton, of Stratford-on-Avon, married by license by D Lewis, minister.

1798, April 22. — (Born March 18) Elizabeth, daughter of the Rev Thomas
Thomas, and Elizabeth his wife, baptised.

Mrs Elizabeth Bennett, wife of John Bennett, of Cleeve Prior, by her will dated
the 21% of February, 1811, left £50 to Elizabeth Thomas, wife of the Rev
Thomas Thomas, curate of Cleeve Prior.

[t will be observed from the above that a D Lewis was “minister” of Cleeve in
1797, as follows:

1797 — D Lewis.

[812 — Robert Digby Stillingfleets. He died in 1856, having been 44 years
vicar.

1857 — John Morton. He was vicar until 1872.

1872 — Benjamin Davis, vicar until 1893,

1894 — James Dolman Knipe, present vicar.

In 1868 the following was received from the Rev T P Wadley, for some time
curate at Cleeve:

“The silver chalice was the gift of Mrs Elizabeth Bromwell, daughter of the Rev
‘Wm. Willies, late Rector of this parish of Cleeve.”

I 'am unable to give any date to the incumbency of Wm. Willes.
A WORCESTERSHIRE HISTORIAN.

Before proceeding further, it will be desirable that I should give a brief notice of
Thomas Habington, the Worcestershire Historian, from whose MSS Nash
borrowed so largely.

Thomas Habington, the son of John Habington, cofferer to Queen Elizabeth,
was born on the 23" of August, 1560, and came into the possession of Hindlip
after the execution of his brother Edward for conspiring to murder the Queen
and place Mary Queen of Scots on the throne. Thomas was then 26 years old,
and became the head of the family. He was for some time confined in the
Tower, and afterwards in Worcester, but he does not appear to have been tried
for his share in the intended murder of Elizabeth. He married Mary Parker,
daughter of Edward Lord Morley by his wife, Elizabeth, daughter and sole heir
ol William Stanley, Lord Mounteagle. But little is known of Thomas
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Habington until 1605, when he was immediately concerned in the Gunpowder
Plots, for which he was tried and sentenced to death. He was, however,
reprieved, but all his property was forfeited. After that time, when he was 46
years old, he gave himself up to quiet pursuits, and died in 1647 at the ripe age
of 87. He had gone about the county and written a complete History of
Worcestershire, which was made great use of by Nash when writing his well-
known County History.

Habington, writing about the middle of the 17" century, of Cleeve Prior, says:
“Clive surnamed Prior seated in the fruytfull Vale of Euesham, and the large
spreadinge medowes of the ryver Avon runnrth out as a foreland betweene the
countyes of Gloucester and Warwicke boundinge Easte on Pebworthe in Co.
Glo., West on Sawford, Northe on Bydford, both Com. War. And devyded from
Clive by Avon remayninge only vnited to the body of our shyre Southe by
Myddell Litelton, thoughe of a severall hundred, beinge Blakenhurst, from
‘live, which 1s Oswaldslowe, but not mentioned in Kinge Edgar’s Charter. The
reason I thincke is because thys and the three former Lordshyppes wear in
theyre privaledges (as you may reade before in Lindrige) except as
Oswaldslawe from all temporal iurysdiction, Clive was gyven to the Church of
Worcester by Ethelred Kinge of the most parts of England thyrd sonne of Kinge
Ethelwlph, yet ealder brother to that famous Kinge Alfred, about the yeere of
our Lord 872, the Mercian Kingdome even then expyringe.”

Habington, after mentioning the then Bishop of Worcester, proceeds: “Clive
feelithe somewhat the discommodity of the vale beeinge want of woode, yet did
not Auon shutt up her waye she is near woody Warwickshire. Shee hathe
liberty a free warren 40 Hen. 3 (1255) which tellethe mee shee was neaver
within the bandes of a forest. The fyrst which I find in Clive is that Henry de
Clive, the son of Swenus de Lutulton, sould to the prior of Worcester halfe a
vard land in Clive with a meadowe, etc. in the tenure of Robert de Lutulton, and
the mesuage of William Lugemet for teune marks of sylvar; witnessed by
William de Maluern thirst (sic) Shyreefe of Worcestershyre, Robertus de
Franckeleyn and Alice his wyfe confyrme the gvyfte. Thus I digresse to showe
howe men in that age altered theyr names with theyre habitations, for the father
was surnamed Lutulton and the sonne Clive. And presently after Adam de
Doderhull was called also Sir Adam de Wych, Shyreefe of our Shyrer (sic). But
to return to Chive, Robert Francolen of Clive and Alice hys wyfe coveyghed
lands in Clive to God our blissed Lady and the Priory of Worcester; witnessed
by Sir Hughe de Clive and others. The Prior and Covent of Worcester gran
amonge other thinges for his good servyse to W de Rupe in Clive a hyde of land
in fee farme, which was after pleaded 13 Johannis Regis (1211) in the Kinge’s
Court at Hanley, before hys Justices Simon de Pateshall and Rape de Punthand.
Robert de Bella Aqua, Bella or Aqua or Belle Bellewe, had anciently some
interests in Clive, for Emm(a) hys wyfe had duringe her lyfe fyfty shyllinges
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yeerely as dowre from hence. Henry Austen, of Saltford, had landes in Clive
which by conveyghances 17 Ed. Filii Ed. R. (1323) came to Worcesters Priory.
18 Ri. 2(1394) was a tryall before John Hulle and Henry Browne, the Kinge’s
fustices between the Prior of Worcester, and Lucy Hiches, about the terme of a
messuage with a yard land syx Akers, etc, in Clive, whearrupon Richard
Ketelby, Baylyfe of the hundred of Oswaldeslawe, summoned a jury of
Esquyres and Gentellmen of worthe, who found that shee healde her land in
Clive of the Prior, by homage, fealty, servyse of rent, and sute of Courte. And
these which maie seems to some scarce worthe the wrytynge, to a curious eye
maye perhaps be markable.

The Priory of Worcester dyd by the Kinge’s lycense in regard to the statute of
Mortmayne purchase in Llive landes healde of themselves, which weare
valewed by the Kinge’s Escaetors on thys syde of Trent, the tyrst Richard de
Rodmy 14 Ed. Filii R. Ed. (13207) the last Mr. John Walewayn Clearke 16 Ed.
2(13227) for there were only towe Excaetors in Englans one on thys side, the
other beyond Trent. Theyre ffeffe was Ri. dE Hanckeslowe often mentioned.
theyre witnesses Sir Adam de Herwinton, Nicholas de Aston. Roger Golafer,
(riles de Periton, Clement de Dunclent, etc. In another place John de Hampton,
Herbert de Somery, Sir John his soune, John le Rous, Walter de Kellingwike,
Agayne Thomas de Lench, John le Rous, Richard Bertram, whose namees I
recyte as the owlde inhabitants of our Shyres and Ancestors of some of our
Gentellmen.

Concearninge the Parsonage of Clive, it was appropriate to the Priory of
Worcester beeing Patrons thearof by Walter Reynold, Byshop of Worcester, An.
Do. 1308, and confyrmed by the samee Walter, after Archbyshop of
Canterbury, A.D. 1318, with reservation of a Vicarage.

The Churche 1s destitute of Arms and Monuments. In the Churchyard is a
Tombstone with a Crost over : (I think) some Preyst.”

The following abbreviated transcript of an Inquisition Post Mortem held in 1292
obviously refers to the above-named Robert de Bella Aqua or Robert Bellewe,
and may very properly be given. It will be seen that the full sum of the dower
arising out of Cleeve was 60 shillings instead of 50 shillings, as stated by
iHabington.

An inquisition post mortem held in the 21* year of the reigns of Edw. . (1292)
gives a little insight into the condition of society in Cleeve Prior at that early
period. The Inquisitors say that is to the damage and prejudice of the King if
the grant licence to Robert Belewe to give to the Prior and convents of
Worcester a carucate of land in Clyve Prioris, because if the said Robert be
outlawed or hanged the King would have the year waste and chattels, and it is to
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the harm of the county because if he be resident on the same land he may be in
assizes and summonses as the other free tenants; but he never resides on that
land, because he has sufficient in the counties of Oxford and Devon. The same
land 1s held of the Prior and convents of Worcester in chief at the rent of 4s 2d
and suit of their courts at Worcester, and is worth in all issues 60s.

Under the head of Lindrege, Habington says “Ye maye wounder why I beegin
with Lindrege, beeinge in Kinge Edgar’s Charter of Oswaldeslawe’s hundred
made to the Byshopp and Mounkes of Worcester not mentioned, but because
iinge Henry the second graced Lindrege with a mercate on eaury Tuesday, and
w.ing John, who lyvinge and dyinge loved Worcestershire, in hys greate
endowments to Lyndrege, Wulwardelage, or Walwardslawe, Stoke, and Clyve,
both surnamed Pryor’s in hys Kingly record nameth it fryst, I wyll conforme
mee to that, and allso showe howe in thease fowre manors he gave them.
Sokam, and Sakam, Thol and Thearne, and infangenteof, cum indice aque et
ignis et furearum et ferri, et cum quitanocia de uisii Thething arum et de murdris
et miseliis et cum omnibus aliis libertatibus et liberis consuetundinious quas
habuerunt n abiis maneris suis. Ed quod ipsi et omnes homines et omnia
tenementa et feoda predictorum maneriorum et omnia ad eadem quatuor
maneria pertinentia sint libera et quieta in perpetuum de sectis Sytarum et
Hundredorum et auxiliis vicecomitatum et prepositorum et omnium balliuorum
suorum de ommibus placitis et queerelis et exactionibus ad vicecomites et
adBalliuos pertinentibus cum prohibitione ne aliquis uel alius libertates istas
impediate, necalios prester Prioram et Monachos se intromittat. Testibus
Willielmo Cosnite Sarisb Willielmo Comite Arundell. Datum per manum
Fugonis de Well Archidiaconi Welleus, apud Madeberg, 27 Augusti, An.
Hohannes Regis. You see Lindrige with her ample lybertyes extendinge to the
judgments of lyfe and death, and mencioninge amouge others the tryals by
water and fyre which is to determyne by the sinckinge or swimmynge of the
accused, beeinge bound a crosse hands to feete in the water wheather hee were
gvilty or not, as also to prove hys innocency in the cryme layde to hys charge by
induringe a burninge iron for a tyme in hus bare palme, but these all lounge
synce by religion and reason her handmayde abolished, lyke that decydinge of
matters by combate, which, except in some very rare causes is with a most
seveare consure excluded out of the Church.

[t will be obvious from the above that Cleeve Prior, as well as the parish of
Lindrige and the two others mentioned by Habington, had great privileges
conferred upon it in the time of King John, which, however, even in
Habington’s time had “longe synce by religion and reason” been abolished .

LAY SUBSIDY ROLL OF ABOUT 1280.
CLYVA
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4 W TR R — XJS.

e Johanne de Offenham............................ Vis.
De Henrico Longo...........o.oooiiinl. 11js.
De Ivone de Stoke.................oo 1iJs.
De ThomadelaGrene.................c..ooooenn, 11Js
De Joanne Wymark.................oo. V]s.
De Joanne Osmund.................coooeeien. xxjjd.
De Willielmo Kynyot....................ooooins... 11js.
De Agriete Vidua.............oooooiiiiininn. . vs. iijd.
De Alicia Longemon.................cooii 11]s.
De: Roberto Person’ s smmes 560 Siinins s sn 11js
BeAlieia Thom’ qu woren woses summenmrmavs 111js.
De Waltero: Xlisandrs. v onnm wsss e V111]s
g Joliahng ThROI" vouwe covssms sswpsmnpsm wumsyssa 11Js.
ot IS B s smmsmemmn mmmesmay s 11Js.
De Henrico MOTICe. ...ovviiiiiii i 11js
ive Willielmo Carpentario.............o..o.oene.. xxd.
De Johanne Forestario.................coooooiinnn, xvjd.
De Johanne Charlot...................oocinL. 1ijs.
De Johanne Jugement...................cooiiiinn. . V]s.
De Roberto Bellelve.. ... ..cvocrenmonsosnemnsoneanssons VS.
DUTHIN 50500 75655558 dimbmesmesnemons cxvjs. 1jd.

It appears from the above that there were at that date 21 taxable persons in
Cleeve Prior, while according to the same roll there were 29 in the Littletons,
and 43 in Offenham. These figures give some idea of the comparative
population of the three villages.

LAY SUBSIDY ROLL, WORCESTERSHIRE
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