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THE WORCESTERSHIRE OHRONICLE, SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1874.

FARM AGREEMENTS.

Never since the days of Mr. Philip Pusey has
the question of tenant-right occupied such general atten-
tion as at the present time. Farmers' clubs and agricul-
tural ch:unbeﬁ have made it a standing dish of equal im-
portance with local taxstion and the malt tax. Would-be
representalives huve espoused the cause of the much-
oppressed farmer on the hustings; and if the question
comes before the House many are pledged to support
logislative interference.  Landlords had the notion
that tenant.right was another word for landlord’'s wrong,
wherens, within certain limits, com tion for unex-
hansted improvements insures the keeping up condition
and tends to increased rental. The York Chamber of
Agricultare, at their general meeting on the 12th, listened
to the views of Mr. Lett, of Scrampston, which are the
more entitled to consideration on accout of the peculiar
position he occopies 88 a leaseholder who has success-
fully defended un action by his landlord for alleged
infringement of covenant. of onr readers will

member the celebrated trinl of St. Quinten v.
Lett. It wonld be only natoral that & man
in such n position should have adopted extreme views as
' to tenant-right, and therefore kgs moderation is the
‘more remarkable, and lis views entitled to consideration.
Mr. Lett commenced his address by pointing ont that the
form of agreement, thoogh % for East Riding, was
' capable of alteration to suit t reagjnmenu. He
i regretted the fate of the Landlord and Tenant Bill, with
' much of which he agreel. The great fault in his opinion
| was, that it allowed too much compensation, and had
frightened the landlords. If landlords thought tenant
farmers were antagonisiic to them, they A great
'mistake. Mr. Lett would not aliow compensation for
' artificial manures, believing that no artificisl, excepting
undissolved bones, retmained in the land more than for one
| crop. He hoped the Chambers of Agricnlture would exert
' themselves in bringing about compensation for unex-
-lmusted improvements, because it would benefit every
class in the community—the tenant, by giving security for
_his capital invested in the soil, and causiog him toimprove
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his position ; the landlord, becanse more justice could be
done to the land; and the public, on account of the
increased produce. The following is the draft agreement
proposed by Mr. Lett, revised by the North Riding Cham-
ber of Agriculture, and approved of by several other

' chambers :—

1. The tenancy is to continue from year to year, but
may be terminated any year on the 5th day of April by a
year’s notice in writing, either by laundlord or tenant.

2. The custom of the county is to hold, where it is not
otherwise provided.

3. The winged game is to belong to the landlord, and
he reserves to himself and to ns autho by him,
the right to enter upon the land for the purpose 9f taking
ground and winged game and rabbits, and generally for
the purpose of sporting. But the tenant is to have the
concurrent right of taking bares by coursing, and rabbits
by ferreting and dig%inz. The tenant may p wire net,
proof against the rabbits, round or across any land in his
occupation where he finds it necessary for the protection
of his crops.

4. The landlord reserves mines, quarries, timber,
coppices, with right to dig, work, cut, and carry away,
payin'ghreasonabla damages.

5. The landlord reserves to himself and his agents the
right of entering upon the said farm and premises at a
reasonable time fo view the state of the buildings and
fences, the conrse of cropping, and the general cultivation
of the farm.

6. Thetenant is to preserve the fruil trees, and replant
such ss are worn out. He is not to feil or injure, or cause
to be felled or injured, any timber or coppice wood, under

the penalty of three times their value, to be taken ss
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ascertained damages. .

Y, The tenant is to forfeit to the landlord £5. for every
ton of manure, hay, straw, fodder, turnips, or green cro
removed from the farm without the consent of the landlord,
or his asgent, in writing.

10. The tenant, the year he receives or gives notice to
quit, is not to grow a white corn crop on more than one-
half of his . The year of his termination of the
tenancy, he shall be entitled to a following or off-going |
crop, according to the custom of the country [with this
exception : The following or off-going erop shall be taken
where turnips or smy other root crop shall have been
taken off the land in preference to anywhere eclse. No
land whare turnips or other root crop has been taken off
shall be left for the on-coming tenant for corn. The on-
coming tenant is to tzke the following crop ata valua-
tion. |

11. The off-going tenant, in addition to the customary
payment for manure and seed bill, is to be paid by the on-
coming tenant for one-third of the value of the eake, of
good quality, approved by the valuers, bought aud con-
sumed on the farm dnring his last year of tenlnc{; bat
that quantity is not to exceced the average quantity used
on the farm during the three years previous to the notice
to 3uit, provided the tenancy shall have coatinued so long,
and, if not, then not exceeding the average used in the
previous year or years of the tenancy. He is also to be
entitled to one-sixth of the value of the cake consumed
during the year previous to the notice of quit, provided it
does not exceed the same average ; but he must produce
vouchers in both cases befere being emtitled to payment. |

12. The off-going tenant, doring the last year of his
tenancy, shall allow the on-coming tepant or the landlord
to enter upon the said farm on and after the 15th day of
November, to plongh any tillage land clear of cr‘olf :gn
which the following erop will not be taken. and shall allow
sufficient stabling $or horses for that purpose, if practicatle
in the 'Rdgment of the yaluers.

13. The tenant is not to underlet the farm, or any part
thereof, or to assign his take, or any part of it, wishoat

the landlord’s consent i wriling.

14. Immediately on tie tenant taking possession of the

farm. valuers for beth landlord and temant are to go over

. to
his agent, and the other to the tenant,

the farm and note down the cox):dim tlu; whole of tt::
d (both arable and pasture), bu gs, fences, gates,
Mbﬂdgu, skyponds, snd wells belonging to the ssid
and are to enter memoranda ef their condition in

to the landlord or

to be keptasa’

g5 orertha ;X s Bethr ooty e s
8 to the off-goi or .
provements ; if in the same condition, therc is to he
neither compensation nor damages; but if the farm is lu

]

worse condition, then they shall award damages sgainst
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the off-going tenaut, which he is to pay to the on-comiug
tepant or the landlord, to such amount as the valuers
shall determine.

16, The lafdlord or on-coming tenant is to allow the
oﬁ'-goinl? tenant the then value, as ascertuined by valuers,
of any liming, claying, marling, or durable improvement ;
or of any draining, building, or permanent improvement,
which the tenant may bave made with the landlord’s
consent in writing, and for which he shall not have been
previously compensated by s reduced reot, length of time,
or otherwise. )

17. If the off-going tenant shall have erected any baild.-
ings without the previous conscol of the landlord or his
agent, the landlord shall bave the option of tuking them
at a valuation on the tepant's leaving; but if he deeline
to do 80, then the off-going tenant shall havo three months
to remove the said buildings, and shall make good all
damage caused by the crection and removal thereol. .

18. Whether the word *‘ valuer'" or ** valuation™ is
referred to, it is to be nnderstood that one yaluer is to be
named by either party, with power to appoint an nmpire
in case of disagreement in the usual way.

19. The tenant is to have quiet enjoyment of the
premises during the term, and to yield up possession at
the snd of his term in a quiet mauner.

Here the game guestion is, we think, fairly met; the in-
terests of the owner nre preserved, and the tenant 1s pro-
tected from an excess of gronnd game, by haviog power
to destr:f hares and rabbits. There are many farmers
who wo d‘gmuxgre-terlibeﬁy, 80 as to be able to
shoot; but the use of the gun wonld inevitally lead to
qimdmhndings. The elaases up to No. 10 need not be
discussed, as they are common to most agreements. No.
10 restricts the tenant as to his corn crop the year before
he leaves, and treats of the following crop; this latter
varies according to custom; there are some counties
wherg it does not exist at all, In sach cases it may
be necessary to have the last balf-year's rent payable
in advance, as the offgoing crop is the landlord’s
security for rent. Clause No. 11 is very important;:
it will be seen that compensation is propos in ro-
spect of the oileake comsumed during the year pre-
_vious to the notice to gquit, as well a5 for the 4ast
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year. ‘This, we think is not necessary or desirable
Whenever the outgoiog tenant has had a crop, it shonld
wipe out all claim for compensation. Clauses 14 and 15
are very desirable, providing a siwple method of deciding
the vexed question of tenunts’ dilapidations. With regard
to Clause 16, we would suggest a simple method of arriviug
at the necessary information which would relieve the
valuers from giv;x:f any decision om a qnestion; of such
difficulty as the value of permanent improvement. The
lense or agreement should provide & certain tenant-right
for different operations, Thus, to quote from an agree-
ment with which we are familine—The cost of leading
building and draining materials, the laboor of draiuing or
building, to extend over six years: marling ten years;
liming three years, &c. The tennnt to give notice when
such works are in grogresa. 50 thal they muny be inspected
and approved of by the landlord or his agent; and fall
particulars supplied as to the costof the same. Everyone
will, we think, approve of Clause 17, which, however,
would be more likely to apply to a lease than s yearly
agreement. Mr. Lett's agreement is remarkable for the
strict justice that it exhibits towards both parties; and,
as s speaker at the meeting observed, il is an agreement
that, at any rate as far as its muin provisions go, onght to
be ;";im?:‘?mdld by every landlonl und steward in Eagland.
—The Field.




